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A REPORT OF THE WLA CONVENTION, 1953 





Thursday, October 22 





The luncheon at 12 o'clock marked the official opening of the 
62nd annual meeting of the Wisconsin Library Association at the 
Pfister Hotel, Milwaukee. The official welcome from the Milwaukee 
Public Library was given by Meredith Bloss, assistant librarian. 
Alderman Zillman of the city Council and of the Library Board spoke 
for the city of Milwaukee. 


Mr. Ransom L. Richardson, editor of the AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSO- 
CIATION BULLETIN, outlined the steps taken to transform the Bulletin 
from a "crusted file of academic opinion," read by few, to an organ 
with a representative readership. 


_ The ALA principles and objectives shape and guide the Bulletin, 
which is also restricted by costs and the force of reader require- 
ment, plus pressures by members and divisions. He closed his talk 
by inviting librarians to write the editor and to write any articles 
in an agreeable, crisp style with a goodly interspersing of humor. 


The general session at 2 o'clock, under the sponsorship of 
the Section of the Workers with Children, is reported as follows 
by the secretary-treasurer of that section, Lila Burnett: 


"Mrs. Jean Poindexter Colby, editor of JUNIOR REVIEWERS, spoke 
on ‘Rethinking Children and Books.' Mrs. Colby said we cannot give 
the child today the same book as we gave the child of a time ago. 
Librarians should get away from the routine duties and examine the 
customers. more closely. 


"The child today differs in many ways. He has been influenced 
by television, radio, world situations. Mrs. Colby feels there is 
less security in today's home, There should be the Seager of love 
and attention, which is missing in many cases. As the child be- 
comes older, school presents a problem; and then,as a teen-ager and 
young adult, the Army is almost a positive situ:.tion for the young 
man and a career for the young girl. 


"However, after noticing and recognizing these differences, 
Mrs. Colby concludes that children and young people today are as 
nice as We were, and possibly even nicer." 


At 4 o'clock, 140 interested librarians and trustees boarded 
buses which carried them on a tour of new libraries in the Milwaukee 
area: the Finney piel oir Library, the eee benechdase 
Library, and the new library at Cudahy. The Ladish Company of that 
city were hosts to 40 librarians and trustees. 


Thursday Evening, October 22 





At 8:30 P.M., a physically weary yet mentally eager audience 
assembled to hear what Mrs. Orrilla Blackshear of the Wisconsin 
Free Library Commission, editor of the WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN, 
had to say about the fall books and to learn wich books she con- 
sidered worth talking about. The list, "A Look at Fall Books," 
which was compiled by Mrs. Blackshear, was distributed to-members 
of the audience. Miss Marion Sharp introduced the speaker, 
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After discussing with librarians what they would like included 
in a talk on books, Mrs. Blackshear decided to divide the program 
into two parts: one, a look at the books, and two, a discussion of 
the principles of selection, She said that the continuous flocking 
of new books this fall precludes many titles from a selective list. 
Certain subject areas are lacking also. Books in the area of child 
xe pty and care and health are being reviewed by specialists in | 

he field, and, if they are recommended, the books will be listed in 
the WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN. 


The first group of titles, listed under "Game of Living" and 
including books on mental health and balanced living, "represent 
a very important part of any collection, and any advice you can get 
from authorities on the subject of mental health will be a service 
to the people you serve." 


"'Truth is Our Weapon! when selecting books as well as reading 
them," continued Mrs. Blackshear, pointing out how important it is 
for Americans to see themselves as others see them, as well as to 
make the truth about themselves known to the world. The books con- 
cerning "Humanity=-Which Way?" consider basic laws and values, 
— of our modern failures, and suggestions for man's recon- 
struction. 


"Views on Education" are a reflection of community needs for 
understanding present-day schools, Parents and teachers will be 
requesting such titles as are listed. 


The heading, "Science--Fact and Fable," covers many pleasing 
and informative books. Among titles mentioned by Mrs. Blackshear 
were: Leopold's ROUND RIVER, Murphy's LAND BIRDS OF AMERICA, and 
a MAN, TIME AND FOSSILS. Some titles are for the special 
reader. 


"Strictly American" books always have a welcome audience and 
will be considered for purchase. The "Near and Far" travel books 
appeal to active and armchair travelers. Titles grouped under 
"Adventures in Mutual Understanding" make a contribution to improv- 
ing the reader's understanding. Again, books on world affairs, 
on literary figures, included under "T11ustrious Company", and the 
fall fiction--all belong in this enlightening survey of what books 
are available. Mrs. Blackshear then introduced the panel that was 
to consider which books to purchase, or, more broadly speaking, the 
principles of selection of library materials and how these princi- 
ples might be incorporated into a written policy. 


Mrs. Jacob Klein, a trustee of Shawano, was the first speaker 
on the panel, which discussed "A Selection Policy--the Positive 
Approach." i privilege of being a trustee, she said, is to safe- 
guard our heritage. K quick reaction may be to deny others freedom 
fo read, but, when denial is thought out logically, we would not 
bar others from the free access to books which we have enjoyed. 

The trustees, director, and governing unit must work together for 

a program upon which they have agreed. Thus, a written book policy 
is a protection. Such a policy should be positive and objective, 
and the trustees must take a stand if such a policy is to be formu- 
lated. Selection of materials must reflect freedom to read, think, 
and formulate opinions. The collection as a whole should reflect 
the basic intellectual needs of the community. 
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Mr. Robert Pohl, new librarian of the Waupun Public Library, 
revealed how much a written book-selection policy would have guided 
him. At present, he is finding out community needs and book re- 
sources and looking toward that day when he and the board can write 
a book-selection policy. 


_. Mr. John Hyatt of the staff of the Racine Public Library sub- 
stituted for Mr. Forrest Mills, the librarian. His contention was 
that a written policy would deter a library from bowing to demands 
alone--that with 12%-14% book budgets it would be an easy way out 
to buy the fiction in demand and ignore the basic materials which 
would build a good library collection. 


_Mrs, Blackshear then summarized the panel discussion by again 
calling attention to the four main divisions to be observed in a 
book=selection policy: 


1. Objectives of the library 

2. Principles of selection the library observes: "Library 
Bill of Rights" and "The Manifesto-=-Freedom to Read" 

3. Apportionment or allocation of the book budget 

4. Responsibility for selection--allocation to individuals 
or departments, depending upon the size of the library 


Friday Morning, October 23 





The business meeting was called to order with approximately 
100 members present. A telegram from Flora B, Ludington, president 
of ALA, was read, sending best wishes for a memorable conference. 
The motion to dispense with reading of the minutes was made 
Sybil Schuette and seconded by Mr. Jacques. The motion was carried. 


President Wilcox then gave an account of his stewardship in 
the following words: 


"We are assembled for the 62nd annual convention of the Wis- 
consin Library Association, and as your officers for the past two 
years it is incumbent upon us to report, to give an account of our 
stewardship. If you have read the bimonthly issues of the WLA NEWS 
LETTER, there is little we can tell you that is new for we have 
tried to keep you informed through its pages on all developments 
in WLA affairs. Rather our report will have to be a summary. Even 
this summary can record only modest accomplishment but, to borrow 
a phrase, while we have walked Slowly we trust we have not walked 
backwards. 


"The finances of the Association, which will be reported to 

ou in detail by our treasurer, are in a healthy condition. Dur- 
ing the two years of our administration we have added over $1,000 
to the surplus in the treasury, and the Association will enter the 
new fiscal year with a balance on hand amounting to well over 
$2,500, This is not because we planned it that way; ours is a non- 
profit organization, and we recognize that its funds are for use 

in promoting its objectives, that you would rather have a report 

of work done and objectives gained than of funds accumulated in the 
treasury. At the same time, we do not believe you would wish the 
funds of the Association spent prodigally or in ill-conceived ad- 
ventures, We were fortunate in being able to conduct a strong 
legislative program this year at a much lower cost than our original 
estimates, and other projects which would have called for large ex- 
penditures did not mature during our administration. Thus, the 
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funds have been conserved and are available as plans are brought 
to fruition so that, we trust, the Association will be able to 
advance more rapidly toward its goals in the years that lie im- 
mediately ahead of us. 


"The Association has never had an established budgetary pro- 
cedure, and it is doubtful that such is needed, other than in the 
Planning of the Executive Board, but you as members should be and 
doubtless are interested in the general lines of our budgets. As 
of the present, our conventions are self-supporting and on occa- 
sion may show a slight surplus. Income for other activities comes 
from membership dues, which in the past two years have brought in 
slightly less than $3,000 per annum. Certain expenditures are 
rather definitely fixed and subject to only slight control by the 
Executive Board, Last year with only two of our emer policy 
committees active, the total expenditure for travel by officers 
and committee members amounted to almost $600. If all committees 
were active, this might well exceed $800, The second largest ex- 
penditure has been for the WLA NEWS LETTER, amounting to $200 per 

ear, Office supplies and other miscellaneous expenses run from 

150 to $200 annually. Thus, the total of what might be called 
our fixed charges amounts to roughly around $900 to $1,000. This 
leaves the Association about $1,000 for the financing of activity 
programs. This is the rather fixed financial potential within 
which we must operate and which must be kept constantly in mind 
in shaping our policies and programs, 


"The only way in which the revenue of the Association can be 
enlarged is te a an increase in membership. This administra- 
tion opened simultaneously with a radical upward revision of 
membership dues. Paid memberships were 585 in 1951 and declined 
to 478 in 1952. The total dues-paying membership for 1953 stands 
at 502. Even with this decline in membership, the higher scale 
has brought approximately $500 additional revenue per year, If 
we add another 100 members, this would produce another $300 or 
more for the Association. We record with regret the fact that we 
failed to organize a strong membership campaign, which we believe 
could have produced these f00 additional members. 


"Two years ago, this board set as one of its goals the regu- 
larization of Association procedures so that incoming officers and 
committees, as well as the membership in general, would lmow the 
duties and responsibilities of each and have the necessary informa- 
tion for discharging their functions. Part of this was accomplished 
last year in measures regularizing the payment for travel by of- 
ficers and committees, drawing the line of Association responsibility 
for Section programs and formally establishing standing committees 
of the Association. The board has provided all committee chairmen 
with record books and requested that they keep and pass on to their 
successors a full account of committee activities. For ourselves, 
we have attempted to keep full records of our respective activities 
and to organize this so that it will be useful to our successors. 
Our secretary has organized the accumulated records of the Associa- 
tion since about 1940 and deposited these with the State Historical 
Society as required in the bylaws of the Association. 


"To complete our program in this field we had hoped to prepare 
and present to you for consideration and possible adoption a state~- 
ment of policies and procedures for the Association, its officers, 
and its committees. Here we have failed. This was my mistake-= — 
thinking that we as officers could find time for this task while in 
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the midst of our other duties. We still believe that the formula- 
tion of such a statement of policies and procedures would prove very 
worth while, as has been proved in the experience of other organiza- 
tions and other sister-state library associations. We commend it 

to your thoughtful consideration. 


"Accomplishments of the Association from year to year are funda- 
mentally the result of the work of its committees. The Committee on 
Professional and Personnel Problems has concerned itself most active- 
ly this year in problems of library recruitment and training. It 
will report to you this morning on its activities and bring before 
you proposals of great importance to our Association and profession. 
The Committee on State-Wide Library Development worked out a sound, 
long-range program, which was adopted last year, embodied in Bill 
425, A., and introduced and promoted in the 1953 session of the 
Legislature, This will be reported in full and plans will be pre- 
sented looking toward successful promotion of this measure in 1955 
at our business session on Saturday morning. The work of the Com- 
mittee on Awards and Honors will be evidenced in the Trustee Awards 
to be presented at our dinner meeting this evening. Interest in the 
Clarence B, Lester Memorial Award this year was disappointing. It 
was open to libraries in communities of less than 5,000 population 
and having 5 te of less than $5,000, Since no library qualified 
under the standards set up for the award, it will not be given this 
years 


"Each of the eight district library conferences-or associations 
has voted to accept affiliation with WLA as offered in the measure 
adopted by our 1952 convention. The attitude in most of the dis- 
tricts was not enthusiastic; rather, they seemed to feel they had 
nothing to lose and something might possibly be gained. After hav- 
ing met with all but one of fhe districts during my term of office, 
I am convinced that these organizations are a very valuable part of 
our library movement and that much good should result from a closer 
unity between them and the state Association. 


"Last year you authorized the Executive Board to send repre- 
sentatives to the organizational meeting of the Wisconsin World 
Affairs Council and to take out Association membership in the 
Council if the board deemed this advisable. Your president and 
Miss Sharp attended for WLA, and on their recommendation the Asso- 
ciation joined the other organizations in fe a 
the Council. Miss Sharp has been serving on the Executive Board 
of the Council. There can be little question as to the potenti- 
ality for good in such organizations, though in the multiplicity 
of "good" organizations that are being formed there may be a 
limit to those that it is worth while for WLA to participate in 
directly. This question, be ong with an invitation to join the 
Wisconsin Association for Better Radio and Television, will be pre- 
sented to you later for your decision. 


"By your action in 1952, the Association joined with the 
University Extension Division, the Library School, and the Free 
Library Commission in sponsoring the annual Institute on Library 
Administration. The Committee on Professional and Personnel 
Problems was asked to represent the Association in this work, 
These institutes have been of great value to the librarians of the 
State, and we trust that direct participation of WLA in their 
planning will make them even more valuable in the future, 
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"Qur treasurer has made an earnest effort to determine those 
of our past and present membership who qualify as retired life 
members under the amendment to the bylaws adopted Tast year. At 

€sent, there are 25 names on this roll of honor, which is ap- 
pended Lo this report and will be published shortly. The name on 
the list which goes farthest back in our history is that of Miss 
Florence Hays of Milwaukee, who paid her first dues to the Asso- 
ciation in 1903, just fifty years ago. 


"Our Association has continued its membership on the Joint 
Committee on Education, on which we have been ably represented 
by Paul Gratke of Milwaukee and Josephine Machus of Oconomowoc, 
The contacts made and the opportunities offered our representa- 
tives for presenting the library needs of the State are invalu- 
able to our Association. 


"Beyond these lines of activity which we have pursued there 
remain many others, offering both a challenge and an opportunity 
but which we did not succeed in attacking in any constructive 
fashion. We have mentioned our failure in membership promotion. 
While there are still many in the ranks of our public library 
staffs who do not belong to the Association, we have failed even 
more dismally in attrac ang and holding the librarians of our 
State University and private colleges. We do not even have a 
College Librarians Section any more. Whether justifiably or not, 
they feel that ours is an association of public librarians, and 
we are losing the additional strength they could give us. Out- 
side the professional ranks is that large class of persons with 
whom our lives and work are inextricably bound, the library trus- 
tees, very few of whom are members of the Association. Perhaps 
they do not feel at home with us, though there are many things 
which we could consider together to our mutual profit. Perhaps 
they need a Trustees Section of WLA, in which boone, 4 could discuss 
together their mutual problems, though I confess I do not know 
how this can be started unless it comes out of their own ranks. 
It may be that the seed planted in the spring meeting of the West 
Central District will be the beginning of this needed development. 
Certainly we should give it every possible assistance. 


"Just as important, and just as badly needed, is a program 
of what might be called public relations on the state level. 
There are many organizations in the State whose interests are 
closely bound with ours and with whom you are accustomed to work 
on the local level, but with which our relations on the state 
level are almost nonexistent except to call on them for help when 
we are promoting legislation, Take the Wisconsin Education Asso- 
ciation, for instance, and especially its School Librarians Sec- 
tion. dbne of the strongest arguments for county or regional 1i- 
brary service is the service these give to the children and the 
schools, and where success has been achieved the schools and edu- 
cators have been strong factors in that success. But our contacts 
with these organizations on the state level have been most casual, 
both in shaping and in page our ie ge of state-wide library 
service. Or to go slightly farther afield, there are the Wisconsin 
Congress of Parents and Teachers, the League of Women Voters, the 
Farm Bureau, and the Farmers' Union, to mention only a few, all of 
whom have a vital interest in library development and have given 
us good support. Our relations with all of these are entirely too 
desultory and casual; we do but little to keep them informed or to 
educate them on the needs and possibilities of library development, 
Perhaps we would even profit if their representatives were called 
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together on occasion to help us in shaping our program so that they 
would understand and support it more intelligently. 


"Finally, may I point out to you again that there are inherent 
weaknesses in a voluntary organization such as ours which, if in- 
herent and inescapable, can be minimized through your united efforts. 
We all know only too well the two great wealmesses of state library 
associations, namely, the dependence on voluntary effort and the 
rapid changes in directing personnel. Everyone who has served a 
term of office will agree I am sure that the time and energy re- 
quired for doing their duties as officers, which must be stolen 
from their paid jobs or their private lives, is almost too much to 
bear. The change from annual to biennial terms of office, which 
was adopted to cure the ill of too-rapid changes in official per- 
sonnel, has made this burden even heavier. The only sure cure for 
this situation would be a paid executive secretary, not a a 
clerical worker but one who could guide, develop, and promote the 
policies of the Association. This is quite out of our reach. Con- 
sequently, the only way in which the situation can be alleviated 
and the work of the Association carried on successfully is by a 
sharing of the load among many and by the willingness of our mem- 
bers to accept responsibility as committee members and committee 
chairmen, especially the latter. It is not a healthy situation 
when nominating committees must comb'the membership to find in- 
dividuals who will accept nomination to office or when the Execu- 
tive Board must try, and try, and try again before finding members 
who will accept the chairmanship of important committees. This 1s 
your Association and, if it succeeds, it will be even more through 
your combined individual efforts than through the work of any of-= 
ficers whom you may elect," 


Irene. Newman moved and Marie Barkman seconded that the report 
be accepted and placed on file. The motion was carried. Mimeo- 
graphed copies of the treasurer's audited report were given to the 
members in attendance. After explanation and some discussion, Mr. 
Ashton moved the adoption of the report; Mrs. Klein seconded. The 
motion was carried. 


Miss Ruby Roeder, chairman of the Nominating Committee, was 
called upon to give her report of the slate of eitlcerss President, 
Paul Gratke; Vice President, Gertrude Thurow; Secretary, Marjorie 
Perham; and Treasurer, Gertrude Plappert. This report has received 
publicity in the News Letter. Since there were no nominations from 
the floor, Hannis Smith moved the report be accepted; Mr. Lynch 
seconded. The standing vote was unanimously in favor. 


Mrs. Ella Veslak was called upon to sum up the proposals made 
for an Anne Farrington memorial. Since Anne dedicated her life to 
library extension, her friends and co-workers have weighed and con- 
sidered various plans for recognizing her work. A committee com- 
posed of Dr. John Barton, Chairman, L. H. Adolfson, Rachel Schenk, 
and John Chancellor, all of Madison; Mrs. Loleta Fyan and Ruth 
Warnecke of Michigan; Dr. Lester Asheim, Chicago; and Gretchen 
Schenk of Alabama is exploring an internship in library extension 
work. Mr. Chancellor would give this internship to a person who 
"is looking for a chance to be vital rather than glorious in serv- 
ice to fellow men." There will be more information as plans go 
forward. 


Mr. Wilcox proposed that the Association adopt a resolution 
to instruct the Executive Board to co-operate with the Memorial 
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Committee in planning and in contributing to this memorial. Upon 
motion of Lucile May, seconded by Jane Livingston, the resolution 
was unanimously adopted. 


The new officers were introduced. 


After a brief intermission, the report of the Committee on 
Professional and Personnel Problems was given by Marie. Barkman, 
chairman, and the other committee members. Miss Barkman summarized 
the work on recruitment through the LIBRARY JOURNAL advertisements, 
the designing of the brochure, and the assembling of the career 
folder. She stated that recruiting studies reveal that 38% of 
those attending library school became interested through the li- 
brarian back home and also through friends in library school, The 
— also participated in the planning of the library insti- 
ute. 


In the discussion that followed it was learned that Avis 
Linderman and Sally Gere of Eau Claire had planned the brochure. 
It was recommended that the first statement should be changed to 
Semeetee that the basic professional degree is at the master's 

evel, 


The WLA committee and the two authors should be given credit 
for the brochure. Also, a list of scholarships and funds should 
be made accessible. 


Upon Miss Barkman's request for a motion to publish 50,000 
copies at a cost of $80-$85, Frances Starr moved and Mrs. Klein 
seconded a motion that such money be provided. Mr. Bruncken 
asked that the brochure be placed in high school libraries. 


Mrs. Veslak moved that 100 copies of the career folder, at 

50 cents per copy, be authorized. Lucile May seconded the motion, 
Miss Vold asked for discussion, and both she and Miss Newman 
pean ees out the need for these materials in high school libraries, 

se Veslak then acted upon Mr. Wilcox's suggestion that her origi- 
nal motion be amended to read that the Executive Board be author- 
ized to compile as many copies of the folder as are needed for re- 
cruitment in the State. The motion was carried. 


Miss Rachel Schenk then reported on the studies made to solve 
the problem of training nonprofessional workers. Three types of 
training were investigated: A workshop, in which a person of 
eminence would meet the group, could be held at the Library School 
during the summer, This course would not lead to a certificate. 
Vocational schools were considered, but the plan was not feasible 
because there are not —_ teachers to carry it. An extension 
course requires too much staff time, but this avenue may be pursued 
further. A course for high school graduates could be held rs 
the summer at the Library School, Miss Schenk asked for some indi- 
cation as to the number of persons interested. At least fifteen 
are needed, 


In her report on salaries and pay plans, Sybil Schuette called 
the practice of a other libraries, as to salaries, a 
mistake. It is recommended that ALA standards be used. 


Mrs. Irene Metke reported for the Certification Committee, of 
which she and Miss Nelson are members by virtue of being on the 
Committee of Personnel and Professional Problems. Of 306 head 
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librarians in Wisconsin, 106 are properly certified. The Wisconsin 
Free Library Commission has revised the examinations which would lead 
to a Grade Two and a Grade Three Certificate, 


Alberta Seiz described Career Day and College Day at Manitowoc. 
Such days offer good recruitment opportunities. 


That the library should be covered by a retirement plan for its 
workers was Hannis Smith's suggestion. He urged that librarians 
study the booklet published on social security. Each person is an 
individual case, and Mr. Smith cited examples to clarify his point. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Friday Afternoon, October 23 


REPORTS OF THE SECTIONS 





Children's Section 


The business meeting was called to order by Miss Marjorie 
Warner, chairman. 


The minutes of the last business meeting were read and approved. 
The treasurer's report was also read and approved. 


A discussion followed as to where the spring meeting was to be 
held. The West Allis invitation was still open, and the group voted 
to accept this invitation. 


The Nominating Committee presented the following slate of of~ 
ficers: Chairman, Mary Nolnar, Oshkosh; Vice Chairman, Mrs. Hilda 
Voss, West Allis; and Secretary-Treasurer, Janet Eggum, Milwaukee, 


An unanimous ballot was cast for these officers. 


Miss Gladys Cavanagh told us of Frances Clark Sayer's lecture 
in Madison and extended an invitation for us to attend. 


A committee to be appointed by the chairman is to study the 
possibilities of a constitution, or set of policies, for the 
Children's Section. 


The business meeting was adjourned. 


The business meeting was followed immediately by a symposium: 
“What's Going On Around the State?" conducted by Elizabeth Burr, 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission. Miss Burr reported that, in 
Wisconsin in 1952, 20% of the books purchased were children's books 
and 38% of the registered borrowers were children. These figures 
are considered very good. 


Marie Barkman, Sheboygan, discussed their film program, The 
responsibility toward the public is in choosing the right film to 

be shown. Miss Barkman said J. Arthur Rank's film, "Secret Tunnel," - 
is most popular, especially among the boys. 


Miss Marjorie Warner, Manitowoc, told of her film program. 
Her main problem is lack of space for proper showing of films. She 
has used Televenture films quite satisfactorily. 
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Miss Dorothea Krause, Wausau, reported on their Reading Helps 
Program. The schools send the names of children who need help in 
reading, and classes are conducted during the summer at the library 
for these children. It is tied in with the Reading for Fun Club, 


Mrs. Harper, La Crosse, also has an On the Level Reading Class. 
They work with the National Association of Renedial Teaching. 


_ Mrs. Hilda Voss, West Allis, told of her Parents and Children 
Discussion Group. The children have a preschool story hour, and 
the mothers have a discussion group. It has worked very nicely. 


Miss Martha Petty, Kenosha, reported on the Children's Litera- 
ture Course in the Kenosha Vocational School. 


Miss Doris Moulton, Milwaukee, gave a report on the Intellec- 
tual Freedom Workshop of ALA. 


A lively discussion followed each of these reports. 
Lila Burnett, Secretary-Treasurer 
Reference Section 


The Reference Section of the Wisconsin Library Association 
met in the Rose Room of the Pfister Hotel at 2:10 P.M., Friday 
afternoon, October 23, with some forty librarians in attendance. 
The meeting was called to order by the chairman, Miss Frances 
Starr. The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as read. 


The report of the State Documents Committee was given by Miss 
Edith Shepard, chairman, The purpose of the committee was to in- 
vestigate and suggest plans for a better distribution of State 
Documents. At a meeting held at the Green Lake conference last 
year, it was decided to send a questionnaire to all of the libraries 
in the State to see how many would be interested in such a distri- 
bution program. However, in the meantime, the Wisconsin Free Li- 
brary Commission, through the Traveling Library, had already sent 
out a notice to 47 libraries, strategically located in the State, 
to ask these libraries whether they would accept collections of 
State Documents as sent to them by the Traveling Library and make 
them available to the public and to other libraries in their com- 
munities. Of the 47 libraries questioned, 27 were interested and 
willing to subscribe to this new service. It was not thought ad- 
visable by the committee to send out another questionnaire at that 
time. 


A motion was made by Miss Marjorie Perham, which was seconded 
and carried, that the Reference Section recommend to the lagers, 
Library that it include additional special documents in its packets 
and fewer of a serial nature, since many libraries are already on 
the mailing list for the latter, 


Mrs. Marjorie Flinn, a member of the Nominating Committee, pre- 
sented the following slate of officers for the coming year: Mrs. 
0. G. Hamilton, Madison, Chairman; Miss Joy V. Simons, Milwaukee, 
Secretary. A motion was made, seconded, and carried {nat the re- 
port be accepted and that the secretary cast an unanimous ballot 
for these candidates. 
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Miss Starr then called upon Mr. Peter McCormick, Milwaukee 
Public Library, who discussed the subject, "Pamphlet Materials 
for the Reference Librarian." He began by giving a brief history 
of the pamphlet and told of its importance in periods of stress 
and rapid change. He made a plea for good selection and constant 
and systematic weeding. While two-thirds of the pamphlets come 
over the librarian's desk unsolicited, Mr. McCormick stated that 
much of the material is valuable but requires judicious selection. 
An attempt should be made to present both sides of a controversial 
subject. As far as propaganda is concerned, the same policy should 
be used as that used in book selection. 


In addition to the basic lists, such as VERTICAL FILE SERVICE, 
P.A.I.S., PUBLISHERS' WEEKLY, BOOKLIST, LIBRARY JOURNAL, etc., the 
speaker mentioned federal and state documents, Civilian Defense 
publications, United Nations documents, publications of the Pan- 
American Union, the British Information Service, National Indus- 
trial Conference Board, the N.A.M., the AF. of L., and the C.I.0. 
as important sources of pamphlets. 


Material published by the Governor's Commission on Human 
a abo the Milwaukee Commission on Human Rights, the Legislative 
Reference Library of Madison, the Municipal Reference Library of 
Milwaukee, the Milwaukee Public Library, and reprints of articles 
appearing serially in the MILWAUKEE JOURNAL were also suggested as 
valuable additions to any library collection. 


Referring to the Milwaukee Public Library, Mr. McCormick ex- 
plained that each department has its om pamphlet collection. In 
the Reference Department, a subject card 1s made for each pamphlet. 
An extensive newspaper clipping file is also available. 


_In concluding, the speaker stressed the importarce of col- 
lecting local as well as state material, 


During the question period which followed, the problem of what 
pamphlet material should be cataloged was discussed. It was sug- 
gested that those of permanent value should be put in stiff covers 
and cataloged. 


The meeting was adjourned. 
Gertrude Plappert, Secretary 
County Section 


The ig | Section of the WLA met at a breakfast on Saturday, 
October 24, 1953, at Ratzsch's,in Milwaukee. 


The meeting was called to order by the chairman, Miss Marion 
Sharp. Summaries of the minutes of the fall business meeting and 
of the spring meetings were read and approved. 


Mrs. Edna Schaller, chairman of the Nominating Committee, pre- 
sented the following slate of officers: Mrs. Kay Biwer, Chairman; 
and Mrs. Sophie Gurski, Secretary-Treasurer. An unanimous ballot 
was cast for this slate of officers. 


Discussion followed as to the desirability of a spring meeting. 
Mrs. Ella Veslak made the motion that a - meeting of the Coanty 
Section be held, and it was seconded by Miss Jane Livingston. The 
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motion was carried. The date and the place for the spring meeting 
was left to the selection of the new officers. 


Mrs. Kay Biwer, chairman of the Committee for Standards for 
County Libraries, gave a report on the committee's activities. She 
suggested the following definition of a county library for the 
group's discussion: 


A county library system should: 


1. Serve the entire rural population of the county (rural 
as defined in the U.S. Census 

2. Receive at least half of its income from a county ap- 
prenesetoes administered by a single governing board 

3e perate sufficient service outlets, such as a main li- 

brary mary branches or community stations, a 

mobile Tibrar (ies), and direct mail service, to make 

service directly available to the entire population 

pon approximately one mile of their place of resi- 

encee 

4. Maintain a central cataloging service, book pool for 
exchanges, and professional reference service 

5. Offer, in addition to book service, films, filmstrips, 
and recordings for individual or group use 


After discussion on such points as one-mile radius, central 
collections, professional service, book pools for exchanges, ~ 
income, the group decided that it should be reviewed further. 
Smith made the motion that the group accept the definition as ae 
working basis for further changes and study. It was seconded by 
Mrs. Holland. The motion was carried. 


Rita A. Mangan, Secretary 
Catalog Section 


The Catalog Section meeting of the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion was held in the Mirror Room of the Hotel Pfister, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, at 2 P.M., on October 23, 1953. The meeting was called 
to order by Richard kh. Pfefferle, chairman. 


Mr. Pfefferle introduced the first speaker of the afternoon, 
Mr. Harry T. Dewey, of the Library School, University of Wisconsin, 
The subject of his talk was "The Cataloging and Classification of 
Microfacsimile Materials." Mr. Dewey named the types of micro- 
facsimile materials, the microfilms, microcards, and microprints, 
the advantages of each, and when it is best to use each of the 
types. 


A spirited discussion of "The Seymour Lubetzsky Report on 
Cataloging Rules and Principles" was enjoyed. Members of the panel 
leading this discussion were: Jon. R, Ashton, Library School; Mary 
Tesovnik, Milwaukee Public weer ige Mrs. John T. Kelly, Eau Claire 
Public Library; and Irene Doyle, University of Wisconsin Library. 


The officers for the coming year are: Kathryn Flynn, Chairman, 
Shorewood, Wisconsin; Marian Blair, vy Vite SS of Wisconsin Library, 
Vice Chairman; and Mary Lewis, Racine Public ibrary, Secretary- 
Treasurer. The meeting was adjoumed at 4 P.M. 


Beth Bains, Secretary-Treasurer 
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Friday Evening, October 23 





This year the annual dinner took on a deeper significance; two 
trustees were awarded Citations of Merit. Mr. Gilbert Lance, presi- 
dent of the Gilbert M. Simmons Library Board, Kenosha, was recognized 
"for his outstanding work in assisting the trustees and staff to pre- 
pare policies for the operation of the library and the furtherance 
of its program; and for his helpful advice to the librarians of this 
State." Mr. Lance was unable to be present to receive the award. 


Mr. Edward Fromm of Hamburg, president of the Marathon County 
Library Board, was awarded a citation because "of his outstanding 
service and vision as a trustee of the Marathon County Library in 
establishing that library; of his loyal support of local, state, and 
national library legislation; and of his deep devotion to the ad- 
vancement of library service everywhere." Mr. Fromm accepted the 
honor with sincerity and a sense of humor which the audience ap- 
preciated. The presentations were made by President Wilcox, 


Mr. Charles G. Bolte, executive secretary, American Book Pub- 
lishers Council, addressed the audience on the subject, "The Free- 
dom to Read." He drew examples of censorship from periods of his- 
tory in order to give the present-day censorship a perspective. He 
also spoke of the challenge offered to the book agape who must 
be ever watchful lest he ignore an important work because it may 
need a good shepherd to keep it from the wolves. Mr. Bolte's talk 
might be called an anthology of quotations=-<quotations which are 
proof of the ever-present phenomenon of censorship. The speaker 
believes that obscenity is a problem for the law to investigate 
and judge. Publishers do not intend to publish obscene books, 


Saturday, October 24 





Mr. Wilcox, in continuing the business meeting, stated that 
the Free Library Commission and WLA are inextricably bound to- 
gether--that the WLA should know what the Commission program is, 
how it is regarded, and what is envisaged. 


Mr. Walter Botsford, secretary of the Commission, was called 
upon to give a picture of library activity in Wisconsin. Mr. 
Botsford's talk follows: 


"If you'll let me use the salesman's approach, may I tell you 
of the Commission's pride in being so closely associated with the 
work you're doing? Some of you may have noticed--should I say 
that some of you may have been luc enough to have noticed--our 
sign that points to the significance of the Wisconsin Idea in the 
development of libraries? As you know, it wasn't an "idea" that 
suddenly appeared to John Chancellor over a strange horizon, or 
to Ella Veslak, or to Marie Barkman, or to Ione Nelson, or Lo 
Dick Krug, or lo the many others, including our friend, Anne 
Farrington, who corresponded, met together, and argued together 
in order to assemble the principles within the "idea." No, it 
was the product of the work of all of you and yous. predecessors. 
On the sign, we've picked a few outstanding illustrations of that 
Idea's direct effects, but you and I know that there are pr: Reco 
braries that are doing many other things, like building additions 
as at Delavan; or remodeling as at App eton; or considering co- 
operative action as in the area around Blair, Whitehall, and 
Mondovi; or are about to build new buildings as at Lake Geneva or 
here in Milwaukee, West Bend is putting on a new roof, Racine 
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just finished discussing its building needs with the City Council. 
Kenosha is asking its council for a bookmobile and Wausau is doing 
the same thing. Many are seeking new staff members; many others 
have expressed enthusiasm over the possibility of mare training 
for their staff through either the extension courses or the summer 
courses offered by Rachel Schenk of the Library School, Policies 
are being revised as in my home tow of Madison or further north 
as in Antigo. Oconomowoc is offering an adult education program 
in world politics, and many others are again sponsoring the Ameri- 
can Heritage Program. Others are continuing one of the greatest 
adult education programs--that of Great Books. Neither must we 
forget the excellent film circuit, which is carried on in co-opera- 
tion with the University's film library. We've even infected the 
State Prison, for they're looking for a librarian to establish and 
furnish good library service to the inmates. 


"All of these things point to the sinewy vitality of many 
Wisconsin libraries and their boards. It is true there are a few 
citizens who misunderstand and regard the library as many regard 
certain social organizations. The interesting thing about such 
organizations that may produce a type of library service for com- 
munities is that they can become sources of great strength to real 
libraries that are more than centers for the occasional distribution 
of books from poor collections, That is, they can if they come to 
recognize what a library can become, and why it's necessary that a 
library become something far more important than a place where 
eager and willing club members can loan a few books to a few hundred 
people, Like you, I welcome these people to our ranks and like you 
I long to introduce them to what libraries are able to do for people 
in a yore We all recognize that no library can serve a com- 
munity properly until it has such a group backing up the trained 
staff of librarians (that are becoming hard to find) and their li- 
brary board. Ina sense I'm putting the cart before the horse, 
for frequently such an active group lays the foundation for the 
genuine article--much as they're doing in Mequon=Thiensville today. 


"Some of the statistical progress of libraries will be re- 
ported by Jane Livingston today. Another aspect of this progress 
was not only demonstrated in your demonstration of library service 
up in Door and Kewaunee Counties but has been continued. This was 
the plan--that a group of independent libraries could pool all or 
some of their resources but at the same time keep their independ- 
ence. I've been kidded about this by the staff, but I believe I'm 
correct in saying that the proof that this could be done success- 
fully was the truly dramatic test of the demonstration, Librarians 
and their boards stayed put. If a new librarian were selected, it 
was the local board's responsibility to select and hire her or him. 
Books were selected where they should be=-=by the local librarian 
and her board for the local community. The so-called headquarters 
Was a service agency. And why? 


"The answer is that libraries must reflect the needs of the 
local people. The businessman, the~School child who's being in- 
troduced to the privilege of selecting his own books, the artisan 
who requires reference services that will answer his questions-- 
and so on. Local communities are not enough alike So that a head- 
yl staff can select all the material they need. It's very 

rue that materials that were locally selected were later subject 

to withdrawal by other community libraries, and also true that many 
of the reference materials were selected by the library that served 
as the reference agency, but the important thing was that the local 
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mec | served local needs~-just as it does in your libraries, How- 
ever, between them they had a pool of books and materials that they 
couldn't have afforded from their individual resources, As a public 
educational institution, it served the needs of the adults after they 
had comple ted their formal education in the schools. 


"It can be compared with our schools. The school doesn't teach 
us how to do things but prepares and cultivates our minds so that we 
wilT Be able to understand and interpret those things to which we are 
exposed. We're exposed to experience, and the schools have intro- 
duced us to reading so that we can go to the public library to get 
the help we need. Books can help the housewife understand her chil- 
dren just as they can help her husband build the garage. The tre- 
mendous progress in the fields of agriculture, sclence, industry, 
and business demands explanations, Our new leadership in world poli- 
tics demands reading by those who'd like to understand. The list is 
endless. And the demands are almost as endless. Armchair recreation 
with a good novel is still important, just as a bit of research into 
the best mysteries is important. The avenues for escape are always 
important to the reader, and the librarian needs to keep such avenues 
well paved. 


"Wisconsin has 71 counties and 312 libraries. Some of the li- 
braries are considering or have actually worked out methods for co- 
cperating with other nearby but independent libraries. And why? 

Ou can say they can obtain a 36% discount on their materials be- 
cause they're pooling their purchases and the book budget is there- 
fore much larger. You might say they can save enough money by do- 
ing this to hire a cataloger to process all their books for them, 
You might say that in this manner a union catalog can be obtained 
for a number of libraries, It might be added that unnecessary 
duplication in purchases is eliminated, But, more important than 
any of these reasons for such co-operation-=we can say that li- 
braries can bring better service to their local communities. 


"Indeed, our State has witnessed progress in and among our li- 
braries. All of us can be proud of what the State has witnessed 
and will continue to witness." 


President Wilcox then referred to the program of legislative 
action which the Association adopted in 1952 and which resolved 
into Bill 425, A. Since Muriel Fuller was not present to give her 
report, Jane Livingston, as chairman of the State-Wide Library 
Develupment Committee, reported: 


"At the WLA meeting in October, 1952, the State-Wide Library 
Development Committee was authorized to proceed with a legisla- 
tive Pata, Hane which would request funds from the State to be used 
as establishment or development grants for encouraging the crea- 
tion of county, regional, or federated library systems and for 
peers the gedaan of existing county, regional, or 
federated library systems. 


"Muriel Fuller, then chairman of the committee, was appointed 
Legislative Representative and very ably led the campaign through- 
out the State. Before Muriel left Wisconsin, she made the follow- 
ing report on the legislative program: 


"tvery much the same procedure was followed in 1953 as'in 1949 
in planning and carrying out the legislative program. The first 
step was to find sponsors for the bill. Only one bill was intro- 
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duced in the Assembly instead of tw, one each in the Senate and 
Assembly, as in 1949. Assemblywoman Sylvia Raihle of Chippewa 
Falls, and Assemblyman Raymond Bice of La Crosse consented to be 
ene and 425, A. became the number of the library develop- 
ment bill. 


"'Contacts of organizations were made to secure state-wide sup- 
port on as broad a basis as possible. The following groups followed 
through: General Federation of Women's Clubs, American Association 
of University Women, Congress of Parents and Teachers, Business and 
Professional Women's Clubs, American Federation of Labor, and Wis- 
consin Council of Agricultural Co-operatives. Other representatives 
registered at hearings or indicated support in other ways--voca- 
tional schools, Homemakers Council, Council of Social gw and 
others. Personal appearances were made by your Legislative Repre- 
sentative before the Joint Education Committee, Women's Legisla- 
tive Council, state P.T.A. conventions, and Madison BPW. 


"tAs a plan for communications, the State-lWide Development 
Committee was enlarged to fourteen members, with each one respon- 
sible for contacting all libraries in his or her area whenever 
action was needed. It was quite an effective procedure although 
each one was responsible for a rather large area. 


"(tThe hearing scheduled by the Education Committee of the 
Assembly was well attended by supporters of the bill and the com- 
mittee unanimously recommended it for passage. At the Joint 
Finance Committee hearing, the appearances of supporters were 
fewer because of the lateness of the hour of the hearing, and the 
report was 8 to 6 for indefinite postponement. This was not too 
disheartening because of the support evidenced by the minority. 
The bill appeared on the Assembly calendar and was postponed be- 
cause a correctional amendment was added. It was then postponed 
a second time, and when it was finally read the third time it was 
passed by a vote of 70 to 15 (actually 71 to 15 as one assemblyman, 
who was absent, asked to have "aye" recorded for the bill). 


"!The bill was immediately sent to the Senate, given to the 
Education Committee, which had a good hearing on {ne bill and 
recommended it for passage. When it was reached on the Senate 
calendar on June 5, several leaders of the majority party spoke 
against the bill, so that it was finally re-referred to the Joint 
Finance Committee without a roll call vote, which again brought it 
before the Senate, where it was defeated. Senate opposition to 
the bill centered around the gp HE a it carried, an under- 
standable fact in light of the legislative efforts to balance the 
budget without levying new taxes. Not so easily understood is 
the fact that many of our political leaders are unaware of the 
vital educational functions of libraries, nor did they understand 
the key point of our ene legislation--that library service 

in rural and small city communities cannot become adequate except 
through enlarged units of service. 


"tIn spite of the fact that the Association did not reach its 
goal in this legislative session, there is good reason to feel en- 
couraged by the experience. The overwhelming action in the Assembly 
and the favorable report by the Senate Education Committee would 
seem to indicate a wide measure of support upon which a future pro- 
gram may be built. 
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"'The faithful and conscientious work of the friends of libraries 
over the State has been felt in the success of the program this year. 
If the potential ateesets of librarians, trustees, and patrons were 
ever harnessed and used to promote a well-planned program, nothing 
could stop it. There is no other service which is so completely non- 
sectarian, nonpartisan, and non-age limited as library service. So, 
26g appeal is truly universal, May the day come soon when the citi- 
zens of the State will become aware of that potential and use it.' 


_ "Muriel then made the following recommendations for a future 
legislative program: 


me {2} Plan legislation earlier. 

"t (2) Secure more than two coauthors-=-perhaps the legisla-= 
tor representing each member of the State-Wide Com- 
mittee. Having personal contact is very helpful (if 
of the right party). 

"t (3) Present the program to all state organizations when 
they are planning their legislative priorities. 

"t (4) Work out a program of contacts with those organized 
groups so that reports on progress and time for action 
can be easily called to their attention. The repre- 
sentatives of the groups that do adopt a bill for 
their support are very active in on the progress 
of bei bill and appear at the hearings without being 
urged. 

"t (5) Plan the publicity program thoroughly, using all 
channels--newspapers, farm papers, radio, and tele- 
vision. 

"t (6) Plan the visual promotion program early and provide 
means of using visual aids at meetings whenever 
possible, from the organized club meetings to the 
local board meetings. Slides, flannel board, film- 
strips, and pictures would all be useful. 

"' (7) Continue the policy of delegating lobbying activities 
to one individual, but emphasize the importance of 
contacts by librarians and trustees. Perhaps a letter 
of introduction to the legislator from the librarian 
and trustees of a district would pave the way for the 

ersonal work of the Legislative Representative. 

"’ (8) Scent a dinner meeting, with librarians and trustees 
entertaining the legislators, at least of the committees 
involved, so a thorough explanation of the bill can be 
made and all questions answered and problems worked out. 

"' (9) Emphasize the importance of the Free Library Commission, 
the Wisconsin Library Association, and trustees in 
planning and carrying out the program together. 

"'(10) Work on the problem of securing co-operation of li- 

braries that are not members of WLA.! 


"During the remaining months of the year, your committee has 
worked in collecting information for a brochure, which will set forth 
in a popular and easily read style the library problem in Wisconsin, 
showing how this problem can be met through the formation of larger 
units of service, as proposed in 425, A. A great deal of educational 
work remains to be done throughout the State, so that such a leaflet 
might well be used in the program of clubs and organizations as a 
basis for their study of library improvement. 


"The State-Wide Library Development Committee makes the follow- 
ing further recomendations: 








that 


240 


"1, That the membership of the committee be expanded to in- 
clude trustees and other interested lay representatives, 
the federal co-ordinator, and a member from the organiza- 
tion of the Wisconsin Free Library Commission 

"2. That library board members be encouraged to consider the 
formation of an association of trustees, headed by a 
trustee council 

"3. That the responsibilities and budget of the State-Wide 
Library Development Committee be carefully outlined by 
the Executive Board 

"4, That the possibility of a regular series of radio pro- 
grams over WHA be investigated, such programs to further 
explain and promote better library service in the State 

"5. That interested legislators be invited to attend and 
speak at future meetings" 


There were no questions about the report. Hannis Smith moved 
it be accepted. The motion was passed. 


Then Miss Livingston read the committee's resolutions: 


1. RESOLVED, That the Wisconsin Library Association reaffirm 
its legislative program for library development in Wis- 
consin; that it authorize the State-Wide Library Develop- 
ment Committee to proceed with the preparation of materials 
to be used in an educational program throughout the State; 
and that it further authorize the Executive Board to ex- 
pend funds for educational and publicity materials. There 
was no discussion. Sybil Schuette moved adoption; Mrs. 
Veslak seconded. The standing vote was unanimous. 

2. RESOLVED, That the Wisconsin Patel Association, having 
adopted the recommendations made by Muriel Fuller regard- 
ing a future legislative program, have these recommenda~ 
tions studied and expanded before the next oo 
session. Roger Schwenn moved the adoption and then ques- 
tioned who would study the recommendations. Mr. Wilcox 
replied that the Executive Board and the committee would 
study them. Mr. Wilcox continued to explain that more 
foundation work needed to be done in 1954, We should be 
ready to contact other organizations at the time they are 
planning legislative support. The resolution was passed 
unanimously. 

3. RESOLVED, That the Wisconsin Library Association present 
a request to the Legislative Souneit. asking that a study 
of the adequacy of library service in Wisconsin be made 
by that group. Mr. Schwenn moved adoption. In the dis~ 
cussion following, Mr. Botsford explained that Mrs. Raihle 
suggested that the Legislative Council study adequacy of 
library service. Also, Senator Clark of Wood County, 
member of that body, made the same engeest ion Meredi th 
Bloss felt the resolution to be important in long-time 
planning. The resolution was unanimously adopted. 


RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 


RESOLVED, That the secretary of the Association be instructed 
to convey to Miss Muriel Fuller the deep appreciation of the 
Wisconsin Library Association, in convention assembled, for 
her eg Map prt pay | and devoted service to the Association 
as its Legislative Representative —— the 1953 legislative 
session. This service went far beyond the call of duty, and 
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its effects will be long lasting, we are sure, in the friends 
it made for the Sigg of this Association for state-wide li- 
brary developmen Roger Schwenn moved adoption; Hannis Smith 
seconded. The motion was passed unanimously, with a rising 
vote of thanks and applause. 


Paul Gratke proposed a resolution that would conve a 
tion to the La Crosse Library Board for releasing Muriel ler to 
devote her energies to the legislation; Walter S,. Botsford seconded. 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. 


Mr. Wilcox explained that ALA sumnceton an elaborate organiza- 
tion to support the program of federal legislation. Since we were 
busy in our own effort, Muriel Fuller complied as best she could, 
working on the two programs. 


RESOLUTIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 


RESOLVED, That WLA hereby renews its support of the sangeet 
Services Bill introduced in Congress by ALA and of the wor 
of the ALA Washington office in guarding the legislative 
interests of libraries; and that the Executive Board be in- 
structed to take such measures as it may deem best to make 
our support effective. Upon motion of Margaret Gleason, 
a by Meredith Bloss, the resolution was unanimously 
adopted. 


RESOLVED, That it be the policy of WLA to allow travel ex- 
penses for chairmen of district library associations when 
attending planning a on the same basis as for officers 
and committee members of the Association. The motion for 
adoption was made and passed. 


RESOLVED, That in order to facilitate the administration of 
the ALA bylaw regulating the number of councilors from a 
chapter, each member of WLA be asked in 1954 and succeeding 
years to designate on his application for renewal or new 
membership whether or not he is a member of ALA. Marjorie 
Perham moved adoption; Marion re seconded. The motion 
was passed. Miss Schuette stated that the ALA ruling states 
that membership must be paid by May 1 or one month after 
notice. Mr. Wilcox again reminded the membership that WLA 
dues are payable on January 1 and after June unpaid member- 
ships are dropped. 


RESOLVED, That the Executive Board is hereby authorized to 
maintain WLA membership in the Wisconsin World Affairs Coun- 
cil until such time as this action may be rescinded by action 
of a later convention. Esther Hamilton moved adoption; 
Dorothy Huth seconded. Miss Sharp explained the scope of the 
organization. There was no opposition to continuing member- 
shipe 


RESOLVED, That the Executive Board is hereby authorized to 
take membership for WLA in the Wisconsin Association for 
Better Radio and Television and to maintain such membership 
until this action may be rescinded by action of a later 
convention, Marie Barkman moved adoption; Meredith Bloss 
seconded. The motion was passed without opposition, 








242 


RESOLVED, That the secretary of the Association be instructed 
to convey the appreciation of the Association to the librarians 
and the library boards of the Cudahy and Milwaukee Public Li- 
braries and to the librarian and the president of Marquette 
University for the courtesies of the library tour. 


RESOLVED, That the secretary be instructed to convey the ap- 
preciation of the Association to Photoart Visual Service for 
the luncheon provided on Friday to members of the Association, 
and to the Ladish Co. of Cudahy for the dinner served to a 
part of our membership on Thursday evening. Elizabeth Burr 
moved adoption; Mr. Jacques seconded. The motion was carried. 


RESOLVED, That we express to the convention exhibitors our ap- 
preciation of their support, financially and otherwise, and 
their contribution to the success of our meeting. 


Miss Celia Hauck was asked to present the report of the Ex- 
hibits Committee at this time: 


"This committee has sold space to twenty-nine firms for the 
annual convention of the Wisconsin Library Association, which was 
held at the Pfister Hotel in Milwaukee on October 22-24, 1953. At 
a charge of $3.50 per foot, we have collected a total of $917 for 
space. Of this amount, the hotel received $300 for the exhibit 
hall and $40 for tables in the hall. This leaves a total of $577 
for the Association. 


"The New Method Book Bindery, Inc., paid for a table but were 
mee to exhibit at the convention due to conflicting convention 
atese 


Celia Hauck 
Shirley Brabant 
Marion Langdell, Chairman" 


Hannis Smith moved that Marion Langdell and the Exhibits Com- 
mittee be commended for their work in reaching a great number of 
exhibitors and in collecting the largest sum from exhibitors. Mr. 
Wilcox said that the importance of the exhibitors to our convention 
cannot be overstressed. 


It was resolved that we extend our sincere good wishes to | 
those colleagues in Wisconsin libraries who, since our last meeting, 
have retired from active library service, is ee, 


Mrs. Edith Evans, Librarian, Laona 

Mrs. Erma Graeber, Librarian, Rhinelander 

Mrs. Minnie Koenen, Librarian, Port Washington 
Mrs. Owen Laurenz, Librarian, Black Earth 
Eleanor Voswinkel, Librarian, Tomah 


It was further resolved that we record our sorrow for the loss 
of colleagues who have passed away, whose loss is deeply felt by 
all of us, but whose influence for good will long remain with us, 
Vize 

* Lillian M. Carter, Milwaukee Public Library 

Mary Ellen Collins, Fox Lake Public Library 

Anne Farrington, Wisconsin Free Library Commission 

Jessie Sanford, T. Be Scott Public Library, 
Wisconsin Rapids 
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Mr. Botsford asked for permission to present a resolution that 
the Wisconsin Library Association, in convention assembled, make 
known its appreciation of Benton filcox as its president. Under 
his forward-looking guidance and endeavor, the Association has im- 
proved its organization by regular publication of the News Letter, 
by affiliation of the districts, by establishing standing committees 
which have definite goals, and by envisioning library service as a 
developing program. 


Whereupon, Mr. Wilcox said he was in the position of a half- 
back--that there were many others who have been a for WLA, 
He mentioned the other officers; the Hospitality Committee, con- 
oon of Helen Terry, Helen Vaeth, and Cecile Fox; and the Tour 
Committee, made up of Paul Gratke, Meredith Bloss, Mary K. Dempsey, 
and Gerald Sommers. 


In cheving, Mr. Wilcox reminded the audience that the Saturday 
attendance is the backbone of WLA. 


Mr. Gratke then assumed office, reminding us all to keep read- 
ing free in our communities. He also asked for an expression as to 
our next convention citye 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Ruth Swenson, Secretary 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Balance in bank, November 1, 1952 $2,026.00 
Receipts: 
“Pires $1,737.00 
Exhibitors! fees 632.00 
Total cash received ————— 


Total yx395-00 


Disbursements: 


egis ve Program 

Salary of representatives $542.08 
Expenses of representatives 367.35 
Other expenses 182.32 


Withholding deductions paid 77.09 $1,168.84 
Committees es 


Adult Education $ 12,49 

Honors and Awards 56.37 

Joint Education 10.00 

Prof. & Personnel Problems 284.96 

State-Wide 74.14 437.96 
Executive Board pi aniirn 

Travel $107.81 

Pres., Secy., Treas. 17.96 125.77 
News Letter jpatares te 181.95 
Office supplies 46.90 
American Library Association 

Membership dues $ 25,00 

Other 40.74 65.74 
World Affairs dues ie aml 10.00 
Public relations 10.53 
Convention, 1952 63.85 
Bank charges 3.08 
Miscellaneous (flowers) 24.00 

Total payments imeem!” 


Balance in bank, October 1, 1953 y2¢z56-38 
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In addition to above, we have 


Savings account $352.62 
Bonds, face value at maturity 500.00 


RETIRED LIFE MEMBERS 
(list compiled to September 1953) 


Ciunie, Mrs. Lillian Jones 60s eGbeeweesounaoe Owen Ave. 
Racine, Wisconsin 
Davies, Josephine He ceoccscccccscccceeeee 720 North Kenilworth 
Oak Park, Illinois 
Dayis, Mrs. “Wantired Ls siccecccscvcsvcsso (co Bittersweet Place 
Madison, Wisconsin 
Dunton, Florence E. ob 6seSSb6 cee ess eeeese Chur ch St. 
Belfast, Maine 
Franz, Cora cms 60 nee bo0060s0N 6040400504 s 50 Ce 7th Ste 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 
Frederickson, Marion secccoccscccsecscecece East Gilman St. 
Madison, Wisconsin 
HayS, FLOrence seccoccccccccccccccccccecelece Ne Cass St. 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Hunt, Louise M. keoeetewesees eee esneeee one Morning St. 
Portland, Maine 
Lindsley, Clara hee Ride wie bbw Siaceme leo ueteee ee South Watertown St. 
Waupun, Wisconsin 
Marx, Bertha ceccccccccccccerccvescecseeecudahy Tower Apartments 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Maynard, Hazel Ee Gedo S eS wE~SO SS On Se CUSSN ENCE Ne Milwaukee St. 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Millard, Alice Je coccccccccccsccccceeceeMarshfield, Wisconsin 


Mussenden, Mrs. Helen Griswold .........e2008 East Bellview Place 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Olsen, Laura M. epee sie eeuesweevesecses ea eoe Chippewa St. 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin 
Raymond, Mrs. Alice icccccsvccececescocessOxtord, Mississipp. 


Reely, Mary K. wb sweeweb es eiweesensseee ene 65 
Green Lake, Minnesota 
Rehnquist, Mamie E. bsp eéee baunesssosetw eer N. Frederick Ave. 
Milwaukee 11, Wisconsin 
Reynolds, Margaret cccocccccccccccceccccel iol N,. Shard Ave. 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Rohrbacher, Mrs. Ora Bs esccececcsecescee3221 Ne 35th Ste 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Runge, Alma M. sbcauneweasctewatesbiceuecesele Fitch Court 
Madison, Wisconsin 
Schmidt, Mrs. Hazel Medway bees ebeebene oe eere N. Prospect 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Stuckert, Matilda Re pbaweee en we eee eeb eee ee 1, Box 69 
Mukwonago, Wisconsin 
Trilling, Daisy oe ccccccccccccccccccccccceMenasha, isconsin 


Wylie, Annie dD. pases sbesedassbbdonc’eseees te Main St. 
Black River Falls, Wis. 
Zolin, Etta ceccccccecccccecccecovecccceseds0l West Wells st. 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CITATIONS AND AWARDS 


There were two meetings of the Committee on Citations and Awards 
held during this year, At a meeting early in January, the committee 
set up standards for the Clarence B. Lester Memorial Award. Letters 
were sent to all librarians asking them for recommendations for Trustee 
Citations. Letters were also sent to all librarians of libraries in 
cities of not more than 5,000 population and having a budget of not 
more than $5, ,000, notifyin them of the Clarence B, Lester Award. 

The committee at its second meeting on September 3 carefully considered 
all recommendations and applications. Two names were chosen to receive 
the Trustee Awards, but no library qualified for the Clarence B, Lester 
Award, This award will be offered again in 1954, but to libraries in 
communities of from 5,001 to 20,000 populations and whose libraries 
have budgets of from $5,000 to $20, obo. 


Mrs. Ella Veslak 

Mrs. Orrilla Blackshear 
Miss Frances Clark 

Mrs. Anita Romon 

Miss Marion Sharp, Chairman 


REPORT OF THE ADULT EDUCATION COMMITTEE 


The Adult Education Committee was represented on the Wisconsin 
Joint Education Committee by Miss Machus and the chairman, Liaison 
relations were continued with stated educational agencies and state 
organizations and associations having educational programs, These in- 
clude the Wisconsin Education Association, the Wisconsin Congress of 
a and Teachers, the Wisconsin Association for Mental Health, and 
10] erSe 


The chairman attended the national Adult Education Association 
meeting at East Lansing, Michigan, and also served on planning com- 
mittees of the Wisconsin Welfare touncil and the National Council on 
Family Relations. 


It is recommended that WLA liaison representatives be appointed 
to related state associations and organizations, such appointments to 
be expanded to include a committee when advisable. The purpose of 
such liaison representatives would be to keep the WLA and the related 
organizations informed of activities in all of the organizations which 
are of mutual concern, and, when possible, to attend open meetings of 
the organizations to which they are appointed. 


Gertrude Thurow 
Josephine Machus 
Elizabeth Burr 
Herbert Bruncken 

Paul Gratke, Chairman 


REPORT OF THE PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 


The Public Relations Committee held only one meeting during 
the year, on February 1, 1953. Due to crowded schedules, the chair- 
man found it impossible to call another meeting, so little was ac- 
complished. 


At the meeting that was held, the committee recommended that 
the Executive Board be requested Lo subscribe to the PUBLIC RELATIONS 
PLANNER with the idea of having the committee examine it for possible 
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sugzestions to Wisconsin libraries. However, the Executive Board 
decided that it would not be ethical to send on any information 
acquired through the Planner,so the idea was dropped. 


Three publications or bibliographies, which would be of use 
to the Jibraries in the State who wished to plan public relations 
programs, are appended to this report. They are: 


PUBLIC RELATIONS FOR LIBRARIES 
University of the State of New York 
State Education Department 
Albany, New York 


"100 Items That are Library News" 
Prepared by Howard Samuelson 
Public Relations and Educational Director 
Fresno County Free Library 
Fresno, California 


"List of Periodical Literature Concerning Public Relations" 
Headquarters Library 
American Library Association 


Miss Edna Kraft, T. B. Scott Free Library 
Merrill 

Mrs. Marilyn Hazard, Gilbert M. Simmons Library 
Kenosha 

Mr. John Jacques, Wisconsin State Historical Library 
Madison 

Mrs. Ruth S. Smith, Public Library 
Blair 

Miss Ruth Shapiro, Milwaukee Public Library, Chairman 


REPORT OF ALA COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE 


I have completed one year as Council Representative of the 
Wisconsin Library Association to the American Library Association. 
Tne Midwinter meeting of the ALA was held at tie Drake Hotel in 
Chicago in February. Various matters were discussed which were 
to be referred to the Council meeting at Los Angeles in June and 
voted upon. These were outlined in my report to Mr. Wilcox on my 
return from the winter meeting. 


I attended two sessions of the Council meeting in Los Angeles 
in June. Among some minor changes in the bylaws of the ALA which 
were passed was that of Article I, Section 5, which dealt with 
members! dues. It was changed so that members whose dues are not 
paid by May 1 of each year, and whose dues remain unpaid for one 
month after the notice has been sent, shall be dropped from member- 
ship. 


The most stirring and interesting resolution to come before 
the Council was the phetaamest on the "Freedom to Read," which was 
unanimously passed. It has received national publicity. A copy 
sent to President Eisenhower by President Dowms of ALA resulted in 
a letter to the ALA from the President of the United States. 


Council approval was also given to the "Standards for the 
Microphotographic Reproduction of Newspapers," drawn up by the ALA 
committee on such standards. Sybil C. Schuette 
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The ALA BULLETIN, November 1953, is the Intellectual Freedom 
issue. It is designed to be useful to librarians in helping to 
provide public understanding of the importance of the issues involved. 


(Continued on p. 249) 





STATE DOCUMENTS SENT 10 27 PUBLIC LIBRARIES 





By the time you receive this, Packets 9 and 10 will have been 
sent to the depository libraries in the State. The following are 
the contents of the two packets. 


State Documents in Packet 9: 


PROCEEDINGS OF WISCONSIN'S THIRD GOVERNOR'S CONFERENCE ON CHILDREN 
AND YOUTH. April 1953. 


State Board of Health. HOME SAFETY MATERIALS. August 1953. 


----- - BE SMART BE X-RAYED. mesa poster) 

=== or eo BE SMART BE X-RAYED. (larger poster 

----- e er THEM AND YOURSELF HAVE YOUR CHEST X-RAYED. (small 
poster 

----- . —— THEM AND YOURSELF HAVE YOUR CHEST X-RAYED. (large 
poster 

ated e YOUR CHEST X-RAY CAN BE A LIFE SAVER. fone pocten} 

----- - YOUR CHEST X-RAY CAN BE A LIFE SAVER. (large poster 


State Dept. of Public Welfare. Bureau of Research and Statistics. 
MONTHLY POPULATION REPORT OF STATE AND COUNTY MENTAL INSTITU- 
TIONS - AUGUST 1953. 


saa em - MONTHLY POPULATION REPORT OF STATE AND OOUNTY MENTAL IN- 
STITUTIONS - JULY 1953. 


<a e MONTHLY POPULATION RE:ORT OF STATE OORRECTIONAL INSTITU- 
TIONS AND THE BUREAU OF PROBATION AND PAROLE - JULY 1953. 


<<a - MONTHLY POPULATION REPORT OF STATE QORRECTIONAL INSTITU- 
TIONS AND THE BUREAU OF PROBATION AND PAROLE - AUGUST 1953. 


The Traveling Library. LIBRARI“S AND READING. 7-53-3. 

Wisconsin Conservation Department. Game Management Division. 
SOME WINTER HABITS OF WHITE-TAILED DEER AND THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF CENSUS METHODS IN TIE FLAG YARD OF NORTHERN WISOONSIN. 
Technical Wildlife Bulletin Number 7. 1953. 

Wisconsin Legislative Council. 1953 REPORT. HIGHWAYS. Conclu- 
“oe & Recommendations of the Committee. Vol. VI. June 
1953. 


Wisconsin Legislative Reference Library, CLAIMS AGAINST THE STATE. 
Research Bulletin 111. September 1953. 


State Documents in Packet 10: 
State Board of Health. FILMS AND 1953 SUPPLENENT NO. 2. 
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State Board of Health. HOME NURSING CARE OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASES. 

e Bureau of Sanitary Engineering. INSECT CONTROL. 3m 53. 

- RATS ARE PESTS - OONTROL THEM. 3M 53. 

State Dept. of Public Welfare. Bureau of Research and Statistics. 
MONTHLY POPULATION REPORT OF STATE CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS 
AND THE BUREAU OF PROBATION AND PAROLE - SEPTEMBER 1953. 


=Sone e MONTHLY POPULATION REPORT OF STATE AND OOUNTY MENTAL IN- 
STITUTIONS - SEPTEMBER 1953, 


Wisconsin Committee on Children and Youth. BULLETIN. No. 6. 
November 1953. 


Wisconsin Legislative Reference Library. THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 
AND THE NATIONAL GUARD. Research Bulletin 112. October 1953. 


eens . FILING FEES IN PRIMARY ELECTIONS IN THE STATES, CANADA AND 
GREAT BRITAIN. Information Bulletin No. 127. October 1953. 


ween « A SURVEY OF STATE CONTROL OF FIREWORKS. Informational 
Bulletin No. 128. October 1953, 








ESSAY CONTEST SPONSORED BY GOVERNOR'S COMMITTEE 
UN THE EMPLOYMENT OF THE PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED 


A 





This committee is again sponsoring an essay contest open to 
all Wisconsin high school juniors and seniors, The prizes total 
$2,525. Libraries will need materials on the subject, "The 
Physically Handicapped-Competent, Dependable Workers," as well as 
information on the contest. If you do not already have informa- 
tion on this essay contest, see your nearest district office of the 
— Rehabilitation Division or of the Wisconsin State Employment 

ervice. 





NEWS OF LIBRARIES AND LIBRARIANS 





Word has just come to the Commission of the death of Miss 
~wri f Ellen Collins, who for 38 years was librarian of the Fox Lake 
Public Library. It was largely through her efforts that the li- 
brary was organized in 1909, and she served as librarian until her 
retirement in 1947, being succeeded by Doris Mae Bloor, The Fox 
Lake Historical Society is preparing a memorial booklet on her 
life, which, according to Mrs. Lester V. Mielke, of the Board of 
Trustees, is really a history of the library. 


Mrs. Minnie Koenen, who has been head of the Port Washington 
Public Library for over thirty years, has submitted her resigna-~ 
tion, effective January 1, 1954. She started as librarian in 1917 
and served for a short time. She was asked to return on a "temporary" 
basis in 1920, until a replacement was found for Miss Clara Theis. 


UJ 
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She was honored by the community during the library's anniversay 
in 1951. No replacement for Mrs. Koenen has been announced. 


A group of librarians, with several trustees, from libraries 
in Dane County met for a one-day "regional lab" on November 19, in 
Middleton. Mrs. Orrilla Blackshear and Helen Kremer of the Travel- 
ing Library and Extension staff met with them to discuss mutual 
problems of small library organization and services. Represented 
in the group were librarians and trustees from Middleton, Waunakee, 
Mazomanie, Verona, Belleville, and Cambridge. The entire group 
felt such meetings were most valuable and decided to plan for simi- 
lar programs four times annually, with the next meeting to be held 
in March in Belleville. 





POSITION OPEN 





Children's Librarian. 





College graduate and library school; some previous experience 
desirable; assume full charge of juvenile department; one months 
vacation; 40-hr. week; sick leave and retirement; $3,600 at start; 
position open January 1954, in city on Lake Michigan, between 
Racine and Milwaukee. Address Board of Trustees, South Milwaukee 
Public Library, South Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 








IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL WHO RECEIVE THE BULLETIN 





For reasons of economy, it has become necessary that we reduce 
the number of free subscri lions. Beginning with 1954, the distri- 
bution will be made as follows: Every public library will receive 
a copy, as well as all presidents of library boards, One other 
subscription copy will be sent where the trustee numbered "one" on 
the replies received to our earlier inquiry is different from the 
president of the board. The regular exchange list with publishers 
and other library publications will, of course, continue, as will 
similar courtesy library subscriptions. 


_ All free subscriptions which are terminated will receive a 
notice of such termination, with an explanation. The school 1li- 
braries whose subscriptions are discontinued are urged to borrow 
tne Bulletin when needed from their public library. 


There is no change in the policy concerning paid subscriptions. 








(Continued from p. 247) 


The basic documents on the subject included in this Bulletin should 
be available in every public library, You may borrow a copy from 
the Traveling Library, Madison 2, until you can secure your own 
copys 
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RECENT ADULT BOOKS 
Selected and Edited by Orrilla T. Blackshear 








General Works 


Philosophy 


Magner, James Aloysius. Mental health in a mad world. 1953. 311p. 
Bruce, $3.75. 131 

The problems of achieving a healthy mind and happy life are ex- 
amined by the procurator of the Catholic University of America,and 
practical advice is given for the Catholic reader. 








Maves, Paul, ed. The church and mental health. 1953. 303p. 
Scribner, $4. 131 

Fourteen authorities write here of the place of the church in 
developing the program of mental health. Their contributions will 
be valuable in helping ministers to understand their responsibility 
to the mentally i11 and in helping 5 garage and professional wel- 
se workers to use and understand the resources of the church in 
his area. 





yon Keuren, Floyd. The game of living. 1953. 148p. aeuee 
7 





A convincing "personal — for our times." Dr. Van Keuren 
uses a scientific approach and modern terms in giving the practical 
advice that will be useful to those who are confused or irritated 
by the cares that beset them. The author is a retired minister of 
i Protestant Episcopal Church and has had varied experience in 
the Social Service Department of that church. His book reflects 
that experience and is recommended for all readers. 


Buckley, Joseph C. The retirement handbook, a age Es planning 
guide to your future. I95S. SZ9p. Harper, $3.95. 179 or 301.43 

Valuable information for the person contemp ean B retirement has 
been brought together in this handbook. Opportunities for retire- 
ment activity, advice about financial matters, and suggestions on 
where to live "after retirement are carefully considered. 


Taylor, G. Aiken. A sober faith, religion and Alcoholics ae 
19 Se 108p. Macmi. 

Believing that religion has things to learn from the success of 
AA and that AA in turn can gain from closer co-operation with the 
church, Mr. Taylor made this forthright analysis of AA and its 
methods. An important book for anyone who wishes to understand 
this great problem and to help alcoholics. 


Religion 

Niebuhr, Reinhold, Christian realism and political problems. 1953, 
203p. Scribner, $3 3 204 

Here are pick Bg essays written on a range of subjects very few 
living persons could equal for breadth, sanity, compactness, and 
consistency. Many are derived from the author's lectures, sermons, 
and public addresses, while others were written expressly for this 
volume. His stand on public issues-=national and intermnational-- 
is well lmowm: Christian realism stands somewhere between moral 
nihilism and moral sentimentality; like St. Paul, he believes he 
will be lost if he preaches not the gospel.. And’ like St. Paul, 
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he lives what he preaches. 


Swain, Joseph Carter, Right and wrong ways to use the Bible. 1953. 
176p. Westminster, $2.50. 220 

A liberal approach to the study of the BIBLE. The author describes 
some of the common ways of misusing the BIBLE by misquoting, twisting 
meanings, and quoting phrases taken out of context. 





Oursler, Fulton, and Armstrong, April Oursler. The greatest faith 





ever Inown. 1953. 383p. Doubleday, $3.95. 220090 
"The story of the men who first spread the religion of Jesus and 
of the momentous times in which they lived"--subtitle. This com- 


pletes the retelling of the BIBLE and follows his GREATEST STORY 
EVER TOLD and GREATEST BOOK EVER WRITTEN. 


ssPagr? Thomas §. Religion for vital living. 1953. 111p. meets 
4 





A very readable book, which the author states in his preface is 
"an attempt to translate various values and ideas of the Christian 
faith into an idiom for twentieth-century individuals." 





Ege James Albert. Beyond anxiety... 1953. 149p. caenee 

"The Christian answer to fear, guilt, inhibition, frustration, in- 
decision, loneliness and despair."--subtitle. The Dean of the 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York City writes from his 
long experience of counseling many people who have brought their 
problems to him. He acknowledges their great help to him in writing 
this because many of them "reported their healing as well as their 
distress." A helpful and inspiring book for any reader. 





Shoemaker, Samuel Moor. How to become a Christian. 1953. 158p. 
Harper, $2, 248 

Directions and some specifications for building a Christian way 
of life. Proper habits of BIBLE reading, prayer, and organiza- 
tional membership are suggested. A book to encourage dynamic 
Christian life. 


Roy, Ralph Lord. Apostles of discord, a study of cas bigotry 
and disruption on the TFInESs Of Protestantism. 1953. 437%p. 
Beacon Press, $3.75. 277.3 
A catalog of religious bigots: who they are, what they do, what 
they hope to do, how they have fared over the years, and where they 
et support for their causes. Rev. Roy deplores the existence and 
he influence of these self-appointed messiahs, he warns readers 
against them, and, while he would not destroy them, he believes they 
will destroy themselves by their venom, pointlessness, and lunacy. 
Highly controversial material, 


Social Science 





Trueblood, Elton and Pauline. The recovery of family life. 1953. 
127p. Harper, $1.50. 301.42 

The authors felt the need to discuss the recovery of family life 
from the standpoint of its precious value in our civilization, as 
well as an antidote to some of our most threatening problems. This 
book has been family tested in the authors! own home, Their sug- 
gestions are fearless and practical, Highly recommended. 





Neill, Thomas P, The rise and decline of liberalism, 1953. ame. 
Bruce, $5.50. 32 
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Liberalism, as such, is centuries old, according to Prof. Neill. 
It reached its zenith in the western world during the nineteenth 
century. Since then, it has begun a decline, a decline patent, 
unnecessary, and disheartening. The author traces the origin 
growth, setbacks, and accomplishments of the liberaiizing spirit of 
man from the Middle Ages to the present. Perhaps it overreached 
itself after 1875, about a century after two tremendously important 
revolutions: the American and the French, Today, classical lib- 
eralism is dead, but new forms are not only possible but imperative 
= _ world is to remain worth living in. For larger library col- 
ectionse 


Hudson, Winthrop Still. The great tradition of the American 
churches. 1953. 282p. Harper, $3370. wes 
e21 


The one great tradition of the American churches is stated very 
briefly indeed: complete separation from the state. Yet, accord- 
ing to Dr. Hudson, many American churches, in casting about for a 
correction to the churches! failures, are looking to the state for 
direct aid of several sorts. Some of these failures are nonattend= 
ance at church, lack of Sunday observance, loss of temperance and 
sobriety, and loss of emphasis in schools and colleges. The author 
deplores these conditions, deplores even more the thought of state 
assistance, and outlines his plan for the "renewal of the church." 








Chamberlin, William Henry. Beyond containment. 1953. 406p. 
Regnery, $5. 327.73 

This book outlines Chamberlin's interpretation of President 
Eisenhower's plan for America's policy with regard to Russia and 
the cold war existing between these tw nations. Containment has 
been discarded, and what follows will be based on the President's 
ground plan, a plan which commits this nation to a policy that 
scorns appeasement, disclaims containment, and openly encourages 
"liberation." The text of the President's Inaugural Address has 
been included, along with his address before the American Society 
of Newspaper Editors in April of this year. A"must"for most li- 
brariese 


Hurewitz, Jacob Coleman. Middle East dilemmas; the background of 
the United States policy. “I903. 273p. Published for the Council 
on Foreign Relations by Harper, $3.75. 27.73 

Portrayed here is the growth of American interests and responsi- 
bilities in the Middle East against the background of local history 
and the changing pattern of European governments. 





Darke, Charles Henry (Bob Darke, pseud.) Cockney communist. 1953, 
190p. Day, $3. 329,942 

After an eighteen-year affiliation with the Communist Party, a 
London bus conductor reveals what life is like under communism, 
with its demands of loyalty and subordination to the exclusion of 
personal relations, family life, and individual happiness, A 
straightforward and unpretentious account, with special signifi- 
cance today. 





Borkenau, Franz. European communism. 1953, 564p. Harper, $6. 335.4 
Dr. Borkenau has, at least toO a certain extent, localized com- 
munism by delineating its progress in Europe--Europe, that is, and 

not Russia exclusively. Himself a former German communist, he 
speaks with authority. France, Spain, Italy, and the Balkan coun- 
tries experienced communist betrayals, and the details of those 
betrayals are listed here in a highly convincing manner, will the 
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pattern of betrayal be repeated in Asia and in Africa? 
does not know, but he watloves it will. Even Borkenau 





Seton-Watson, Hugh. From Lenin to Malenkov; the history of world com- 
munism, 1953. 377%p. Praeger, $6- 335.4 

This author, like many others, will be content only when communism 
is regarded for what it is: a world movement with its roots in Russia, 
its trunk in central and eastern Europe, and its branches overhangin 
everywhere. The particular Russian revolutionary is of little moment, 
since each is dedicated to the same end: the overthrow of orderly 
democratic processes anywhere and everywhere and the domination of the 
masses by criminal syndicalism. 


Osborn, Fairfield. Limits of the earth. 1953. 238p. Little, $3.50. 338 

The author of OUR PLUNDERED PLANETcontinues his sober warning about 
waste, overpopulation, and optimism, with reference to life on earth 
generations from now. Of necessity he repeats himself, and, while he 
does not scold, he does not condone plunder, wishful thinking, or 
wringing of hands. He has solutions, yes, but they are not easy to 
come by? the earth being what it is. Unsensational, provocative, 
prophetic perhapse 


Mazur, Paul, The standards we raise: the dynamics of consumption, 
1953. 1738p. Harper, $2.00. 339,42 

Mazur, a businessman who gives much of his time to the writing and 
public discussion of economic matters, believes. that we have reached 
our heights of prosperity by consuming and that we must continue 
progressive consuming if we are to continue prosperous. It sounds 
oversimplified, as any panacea must. We must eat more, wear more, 
use more--and better, too--if we are to keep the wheels of production 
going at their present rate, he says. Excellent for group discussion 
with a qualified leader, 





Roosevelt, Eleanor (Roosevelt) and De Witt, William. UN: today and 
tomorrow. 1953. 236p. Harper, $3. — 341,13 

An account of what the United Nations is doing, its functions, and 
an appraisal of its future. Special attention is paid to various 
areas of its work, such as the efforts to maintain peace. A graphic 
description of UN headquarters and special agencies will make the 
book useful to readers seeking such information. 


Dillick, Sidney. Comment organization for ped sb bernoes develop- 

ment==past and present. ° Pe Oman*s Press TrOW, 

$7. 361.8 
This book traces the history of community organization, including 

the people who have been connected with that history and the develop- 

ment of agenciesy programs, and methods of dealing with community 

problems in the metropolitan areas. 





Hutchins, Robert Maynard, The conflict in education in a democratic 
society, 1953. 112p. Harper, $2. STO.I 
Tne mapters in this book are based primarily on lectures given 

at Uppala in 1951 and at Toronto in 1952. They deal with the 
philosophies of education today. 





Shane, Harold Gray, ed. The American elementary school. 1953, 
Gis.” teriines, Ue 372.973 
Educational experts consider the problems of the elementary 
school and give viewpoints with respect to the role of elementary 
education. The thirteenth yearbook of the John Dewey Society. 
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Natural Science 





Cloos, Hans. Conversation with the earth; tr. from the German by 
E. Be Garside;"ed, and STigntly abridged by Ernst Cloos and "— 
Dietz. 1953 413p. Knopf, $ 551 

A posthumously published work by a German geologist who traveled 
in many countries. He was a poet, a philosopher, and an artist, 
and his book reflects his skill and art. He tells the story of 
the formation, over the ages, of geologic features in many of the 
places which he visited in his wanderings. Long and detailed, but 
rewarding reading. 


Moore, Ruth E, Man, time, and fossils; the story of evolution. 
1953. 411lp. Knopf, $5.75. 57303 

This book is concerned with evolution, geology, and paleontology 
and was planned as a companion volume to the author's GODS, GRAVES 
AND SCHOLARS, which told the story of man's earliest civilization. 
The discoveries of the great biologists and anthropologists are 
included in this story of evolution, along with much new scientific 
material. Highly recommended. 








Smith, Homer W. From fish to philosopher. 1953. 264p. manne 
97 


Prof. Smith traces the evolution of man through the evolution of 
the kidney. Should this remark cause the reader's eyebrows to 
rise in wonder and skepticism, let the reader be warned that Smith 
documents his findings by research, by assistance from other scien- 
tists, and by close reasoning. His chapter on "consciousness" is 
easily worth the price of the book. In conclusion, Smith has 40 
pages devoted to technical notes and bibliography. Small libraries 
may wish to borrow this book for the interested reader, 





Eastwood, Dorothea, Mirror of flowers. 1953. 237p. Houghton 
21 shillings ($2.96). 58243 
A book for the = AI Mrs. Eastwood calls them--the 

people who are interested in wild flowers and would like to know 
more about them. The nature lover will discover special enjoyment 
in this well-written, unusual book on Ingland's social history as 
seen through its wild flowers. 


Useful Arts 


Ross, Elaine Le Reduce & enjoy it cookbook... 1953. 146p. 
Harper, ne 250. 616.46 

The author has worked out a series of sppeti sing menus which 
should encourage the would-be dieter to follow through. A section 
is devoted to dieting for teen-agers. 








Ryan, Cornelius, ed. Conquest of the moon, 1953. 126p. veaGe 
$4.50. 629,14 
A group of distinguished writers and artists have co-operated in 
writing this book about an actual voyage to the moon and how the 
exploration will be carried out. It is all based on solid, scien- 
tific and engineering knowledge. This volume was developed from 
a scientific symposium which appeared in COLLIER'S magazine under 
the title, "Man on the Moon." For all libraries. 


Cureven, Eliot Cecil. Plough and pasture, the early history of 

farmingeee 1953. 329p. uman 330.9 
A history of man's quest for food including the origins of 

agriculture and stockbreeding from the earliest beginnings and 
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the developments of modern times. 
Ellsworth, Lyman R. Halibut schooner. 1953. 241p. Moline 3s 
027 





Fishing for black cod during Alaskan winters is rough and hard. 
Ellsworth relates in his narrative of the fishing schooner, 
Explorer, and her crew of six. Harrowing episodes on board ship, 
humorous incidents while ashore, and unusual descriptions of 
Alaska will appeal te those who love the adventure of the sea. 


Bear, Elizabeth. Better flower arrangements for home and exhibition. 
1953. 120p. Laurel, $1.00. B3s0.90 





The homemaker and the clubwoman will find new ideas and helpful 
hints in this practical guide to flower arranging. Unusual features 
are period and Oriental arrangements; flower show suggestions; still- 
life, miniature, and dried arrangements. 


Berrall, Julia S. A history of flower arrangement. 1953, 159p. 
Studio, $8. 635.96 

The art of contemporary flower arrangement may be better under-~ 
stood from this well-illustrated account of the historical back- 
ground of the craft. Reproductions of paintings, rm. pir ier 4 and 
illuminated manuscripts from the early days of recorded history to 
the present trace this development. A good gift selection. 





Katz, Barney. How to be a better parent; understanding yourself 
and your child.” I953. Zop. Ronald, $3. 649.1 

This book succeeds in simplifying some of the basic theoretical 
concepts of child development. It is in line with the generally 
accepted philosophy except for the tendency to "blame" parents and 
to overempiiasize their responsibility. Recommended for parents and 
tdéachers wishing material on child development and behavior, especial- 
ly emotional factors. 








Little, Gail. Design for motherhood: survive and enjoy it. 1953. 
21lp. Ronald, $3. 649.1 

A mother-teacher-author has a down-to-earth attitude in her writ- 
ing, and she terms her observations on the early stages of parent- 
hood as "homespun." She does not discount the need for professional 
help, and she recommends that the psychiatrist or psychologist be 
consulted before serious behavior difficulties arise, rather than 
as a last resort. An excellent book. 


Fine Arts 


Lynch, John. How to make mobiles. 1953. 96p. Studio in associa- 
tion with Crowell, $3. 745.5 

This first book about a fascinating new art tells how to make 
many kinds of mobiles of metal, wood, glass, cardboard, paper, or 
plastics. 





Trilling, Mabel B., and Nicholas, Florence Williams. Desi our 
home for living. 1953. 408p. Lippincott, $5. 

TRIS Bast and helpful book, setting forth the principles of de- 
sign and the characteristics and uses of color, carries the dis- 
cussion into every corner of the house and grounds. Because the 
material is organized into teaching units and examples and illustra- 
tions are numerous, the book is excellent for self-instruction or 
group usee Recommended, 
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Caldwell, Charles W, Modern football for the spectator. 1953. 
190p. Lippincott, $2.95. 796.33 

Coach Caldwell, of Princeton University, has done a distinguished 
service for the football fan. His text, tne illustrations and the 
diagrams complete a book which literally makes an footbali game 
more fun to watch. The figures depicting official decisions are to 
be noted in particular, Caldwell's book includes the current one= 
platoon oe of course, thereby making his observations up to 
date. A'must"for the sports shelf. 





Siemel, Sasha. Tigrero! 1953. 266p. Prentice-Hall, $3.95. 799.2 

This is a thriller. For the uninitiated, a "tigrero" is a title 
of honor borne by’a man who can kill a tigre (Brazilian ee 
the beast,not the automobile) with a spear, This recalls the popu- 
lar MAN-EATERS OF KUMAON of a while back, but Siemel scorns the 
heavy armament of Corbett and roams the fatto Grosso, stalking his 
prey, armed only with a slightly modern refinement of man's most 
primitive weapon (heavy iron blade), Will appeal to all armchair 
travelers, hunters, would-be hunters, and all others with the 
spirit of adventure. Would waken the spirit of adventure in the 
most sedentary. 


Literature 


Shank, Margarethe Erdahl. The coffee train. 1953. 285p. 
Doubleday, $3.50. 818.5 
Here is a bit of Americana that shows a corner where Norwegian 
immigrants brought a culture of their own, and it all pervaded the 

little town of Grand Prairie, N.D. Aslight story, but it has a 
place on shelves of libraries in Wisconsin. It is very much like 
some of our ow village histories. 





Reese, Max Meredith. Shakespeare,his world and his work, 1953. 
589p. St. Martin, $6.75. = 822.33 

This book is enough--and perhaps even more than enough--for the 
popular reader, insufficient as it may appear to a scholar. 
Shakespeare's forebears, his own life and background, his accom- 
plishments and failures, his mentality and his philosophy--all are 
delineated in a free-running style not typical of doctoral theses. 
A limited bibliography and an adequate index conclude the book, 
Excellent for a small Sitenry wanting a full treatise in one fairly 
inexpensive volume, 


Description and Travel 





Gibbings, Robert. Coming down the Seine. 1953. 217p. ettom 
e 4,4 
Wood engravings by the author illustrate this account of his 

journey down the historic Seine. The people, art, music, wines, 

idee; ports, and towns are described with sparkle and charm, 





Corbett, James Edward, Jungle lore. 1953. 172p. bunevé, 20/02. 


A popular writer tells the story of his boyhood, which was full 
of tales of the struggle for survival in the jungle. 





Forster, Edward Morgan. The hill of Devi. 1953, 267p. merorarts 
4 * 
This is the story of Forster's two visits to Dewas, when he lived 
the life of the court and was able to observe the intrigues, cere- 
monies, and contradictions of Indian life. The letters which he 
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wrote to his family and friends form the main part of the book, 
They are the background for his famous novel, PASSAGE TO INDIA. 


roy Anthony. Blind white fish in Persia. 1953. 256p. Dutton, 





The record of an expedition sponsored by Oxford University and 
the Exploration Club. The author is one of the four young scien- 
tists who made the trip across southeast Persia to Kriman to search 
for blind, white fish. Although no fish of this description were 
to be found, much valuable scientific information and exciting ad- 
venture combine to make this a good book. 


Fisher, Dorothy Canfield, Vermont tradition, the biography of an 
outlook on life. 1953. 488pe— Little, $4.50. 917.43 
Mrs. Fisher gives the full historical background of Vermont's 
many stalwart characteristics. Included are autobiographical 

side lights on the author and some biography of such famous 
Vermonters as Justin Morrill, John Dewey, and Warren Austin, 





Biography 
Holbrook, Stewart H. The age of the moguls. 1953. 373p. 
Doubleday, $5. 920 


The men in this book have not often been described in such favor- 
able light. Mr, Holbrook gives them credit for the et they played 
in building business and industry in this country. cluded are 
promoters, bankers, and industrialists, with such names as Cooke, 
Morgan, Stillman, Fisk, Gould, Insull, Carnegie, Rockefeller, 
Armour, Du Pont, and many more. Recommended. 


Taylor, Deems. Some enchanted evenings; the story of Rodgers and 
Hammerstein. 1903. 2444p. Harper, $3.95. 920 

The story of Rodgers and eeeese and of Lorenz Hart, all of 
wnom have been responsible fOr so many famous musical shows of the 
past thirty years, is also the story of a revolution in the 
American musical theater. 








Alpers, Anthony. Katherine Mansfield. 1953. 376p. Knopf, ee, 


Mr. Alpers' enterpretation of the fascinating and mysterious life 
of the writer, Katherine Mansfield. Her career was a series of 
contradictions, and only by understanding her inadequacies and 
delinquencies can one understand her work and her influence. There 
is some new material here, and this, plus Alpers' shrewd and af- 
fectionate interpretation, makes for excellent reading. If women 
in general are complex, K. M. is irritatingly so. This biography 
will at least clear up some of the anomalies about her, Limited 
in appeal, perhaps, but certainly significant. 





Chute, Marchette Gaylor. Ben Jonson of Westminster. 1953. 380p. 
Dutton, $4.50. 921 
This biography of Ben Jonson may well acquire that stature de- 

manded by Lytton Strachey: everything significant, nothing re- 
dundant. Here, then, is the measure of a man, taken by a scholar 
and reduced to popular proportions. A selected pine gg of 
Jonsonia, pages 351-360, and an excellent index conclude the book. 


Freuchen, Peter. Vagrant viking, my life and adventures. 1953, 

422p. Messner, $5. ‘ _ 921 
This autobiography of a world-famous explorer is packed with his 

wonderful adventures all over the globe, particularly his experiences 
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as a friend of the Eskimos and as a worker with the Danish under- 
epee during the war. Readers of his earlier books will welcome 
his one. 


Maurois, Andre. Lelia, the life of George Sand; tr. from the 
French Gerald HopKins. 1953. 482p. Harper, $5. 921 

Others have written of George Sand, but it has been left for 
Andre Maurois to write the convincing biography in which his smooth 
style and delicate perception are evident. He has used one of her 
novels, the autobiographical LELIA, as the focal point. She was a 
controversial figure in nineteenth-century France, and, in writing 
of her now, Maurois has described her with a frankness she would 
have approved of, 


Meyer, Agnes E, Out of these roots, the autobiography of an 
American woman. e De ittle, $4. 

Autobiography of a well-known Washington hostess and wife of 
Eugene Meyer, publisher of the WASHINGTON POST. Since 1945, Mrs. 
Meyer has been speaking and writing in behalf of public education, 
medical care, and human rights. Her book sums up her convictions 
about life in an American democracy. 


921 





Yoder? King. A tree is a tree. 1953. 315p. Illus. Harcourt 

295. §21 or 792.93 
The autobiographical account of a movie director: his beginnings, 
false starts and stops, and ultimate success in Hollywood, all over 
a period of about 30 years. The great, the near-great; the phony 
and the genuine; the busts and the triumphs--these are discussed 
without rancor or regret. Intimate glimpses of Hollywood, past and 
present, will make this book important to movie fans. Popular, 
Very readable. Not exhaustive. 





History 
Lord, Clifford L., and Lord, Elizabeth H. Historical atlas of the 
United States. 1953. 238p. Holt, $5. SIT 





“This revised, up-to-date edition presents 300 specially prepared 
maps on the political, social, and economic history of the United 
States from colonial Limes to the present. Graphically presented 
are the growth of communications, the —— of crop areas, the 
development of manufacturing, the evolution of the public school, 
the abolition of slavery, and the spread of the franchise. The 
revision brings the material covered up to 1950. 


Hulme, Kathryn. The wild place. 1953. 275p. Little, i ae 
40. 

The author, a Californian, was deputy director of Wildflecken for 
five years. She worked with UNRRA and IRO to rehabilitate and re- 
settle more than two million homeless souls who were found in 
Germany at the end of World War II, Wildflecken was the German 
name for the camp in the Bavarian forest where Hitler hid his ski 
troops. Miss Hulme's story is compassionate and full of testimony 
to the indomitable spirit of those brave people who sought a new 
life. Highly recommended. 





rr ae? William Leonard, and Gleason, S. E. The undeclared war, 
1940-1841, 1953. 963p. Published for the a 
Relations by Harper, $10. 940,532 
Follows the authors! THE CHALLENGE TO ISOLATION and is the second 
part of their "The World Crisis and American Foreign Policy." It. 
covers the political and diplomatic events during the crucial period 
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from Japan's signing of the Tripartite Pact to Pearl Harbor, 


White, Theodore H. Fire in the ashes, Europe in — = 
405p. Sloane, $5. 

The author's experience of — 7 years as a European Seumnadie is 
excellent background for his analysis of the situation in France, 
Germany, and England. He points to the necessity for the free world 
to stand on guard to avoid the spread of communism, Recommended for 
all public libraries. 


epee Gunottam Purushottam. The great peace; an Asian's can- 
did report on Red China. 1953, oa6pe Harper; $3. 50. 951.05 
A report, by a noncommunist Indian journa nm and a brother-in- 
law of Prime Minister Nehru, of a highly indoctrinated tour through 
China in 1952, Raja een tells of industry stagnant, agri- 
culture damaged by unsound land reforms, and a people harassed by 
constant purges and brain washings. 








oe Vernon. Struggle for Africa. 1953. 246p. hate: 
A comprehensive survey of the continent's many problems--economic, 

political, social, and cultural. Africa has been conquered--in 

several areas--by several nations at several different times and 

for several different reasons. The struggle hinted at in this book 

will succeed or fail according to the answers the West gives to these 

questions. Highly recommended. 


Marriott, Alice. Greener fields, experiences among the American 
Indians. 1953. 274p. Crowell, $3.50. 970.1 
The fascinating story of how hice Marriott lived, worked, and 
studied among American Indian tribes. She tells of the beginning 
of her research work as a field ethnologist in Oklahoma with the 
K?owa Indians and later as a specialist in Indian arts and crafts 
for the Department of the Interior. An excellent book for public 

libraries for many reasons: enthusiastic career information, 
sympathetic and realistic story of Indian life, and an unusually 
readable book. 





Fiction 


Barrett, William E. The shadows of the images. 1953, 540p. 
Doubleday, $3,95. 
An interesting novel about the effects a statue of the devil 
has upon the lives of four people, It also depicts the life of 
a large city where the teeming population of Spanish American 
workers is a political as well as a sociological problem, William 
Barrett tells a story so fascinating in its development and so 
absorbing in detail that THE SHADOWS OF THE IMAGES will be re- 
membered by the reader as a truly great novel, If you have read 
and enjoyed his THE LEFT HAND OF GOD, you will find this novel 
continues to show his ability as a writer. 





Brooks, Gwendolyn. Maud Martha, a novel. 1953. 180p. Harper, 
e e 
The first novel of Pulitzer Prize poetry winner. Maud Martha 
grew up in Chicago, in a neighborhood known as Bronzeville. She 
was a daughter, a wife, and a mother there. She wanted a good 
life, she tried to make one, and in her ow way she succeeded, 
despite disappointments. 


Burress, John. Apple on a pear tree. 1953. 312p. Vanguard, 
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$3.50. 

Rural Tennessee family life in the first quarter of the present 
century. Little Muie, of the author's earlier book of the same 
name, is the 1l-year-old son of the family, who feels neglected be- 
cause of the importance of a new baby sister. His new stepfather 
helps him adjust. A good, light novel. 


Chase, Virginia. The end of the week. 1953, 249p. Macmillan, 





e * 

Through the device of a farewell party in the teachers' room on 
a Friday afternoon in April, the reader looks on the lives of 13 
teachers, each a distinct individual, Teachers will read this 
novel because of the familiar scenes and faces; mothers will do 
well to read it for further insight into school life. Recommended. 





mi Martha, ed. Best American short stories 1953. 1953. 425p. 
Houg fon, $4. 

This is the eleventh collection Martha Foley has edited, and it 
contains 30 short stories, many of them by established writers and 
many by writers who are obviously talented but, until now, without 
recognition. The editor in the foreword comments on the great 
amount of attention being paid to college professors as subjects 
for story material. As usual, the book concludes with "The Year- 
book," which tabulates stories in many magazines, American and 
foreign, and lists the addresses of American and Canadian maga- 
zines publishing short stories. Highly recommended. 


Gallico, Paul, Snowflake. 1953, 63p. Doubleday, $1.75. 

A simple allegory on the meaning of life. Snowflake will de- 
light children th her story, and adults will enjoy the implica-~ 
tions for moderns. A good book for family reading aloud. 


Giles, Janice Holt. The Kentuckians. 1953. 272p. Houghton, $3. 

Essentially historical but for the introduction of a few fictional 
characters, this story of the settling of Kentucky during and fol- 
lowing the Revolutionary War is rich in color, incident, and con- 
flict. Mrs. Giles shows the results of the study she made of early 
Kentucky records and the love she has for the country of which she 
writes. 





BS rs0.” John Richard. The marmot drive. 1953. 273p. Knopf, 

This is very different from the other books Mr. Hersey has writ- 
ten, and we doubt that it will be as widely read as his previous 
novels. It is very short, and the story covers only two summer 
days in a remote Connecticut village. The selectman's son has 
brought his bride-to-be from New York to meet the family. During 
the week end the entire village is involved in trying to rid the 
community of marmots (woodchucks), The tensions released by the 
drive seem to symbolize the futility of living. 


Holden, Charles Leslie. Videhi; a novel of Indian life. 1953. 
401lp. St. Martin, $3.50. ‘ i 

Videhi, a Hindu girl of Benares, becomes a bride at sixteen. 
She left her husband to study medicine at Delhi. After years of 
study and work as a doctor, she finally returned to her husband 
and the typical life of an Indian household. The value of the 
story lies in the description of Indian family life. 


Kane, Harnett Thomas. The lady of Arlington, a novel based on 
the life of Mrs. Robert Ee Lees - B. Doubleday, $3.50. 
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Mary Custis refused the offer of marriage made to her by Sam 
Houston and married poor, young Second Lieutenant Robert E, Lee, 
Mr. Kane has written another novel, with accurate historical 
background, of the Lees! life together through the bleak days of 
the war, the Confederacy's fall, and the postwar tribulations. 

A warm, sympathetic storye 





Kenny, small visitor from the southern mountains, is left at the 
home of Miss Carrie when his mother is injured in a Christmas Eve 
accident. Miss Carrie has grown self-centered with the years, but 
Kenny helps her find the true Christmas spirit. Sentimental, but 
deserves a place with other Christmas stories. 


ho ge Clark (pseud.). Room at the inn. 1953. 124p. Putnam, 


Maas, Edgar. Lady at bay. 1953. 309p. Scribner, $3.50. 

This substantfatly true story concerns a poison plot, a beautiful 
young woman, sundry courtiers, and a parliamentary trial. It is 
full of suspense, violence, intrigue, and, at times, unbridled 
passion. Was the Marquise Marie-liadeleine a murderess or a maligned 
woman? Maas answers the question to the reader's satisfaction. 
Light reading. 





Nathan, Robert. The train in the meadow. 1953, 178p. Knopf, 
20706 
A delightful Nathan story of a train that stopped in a meadow 
within sight of the mountains that mark the border. Passengers 
on the train acre concerned about the past and the future. They 
represent many professions and numerous attitudes of mind. Another 
train from the direction of the mountains stops beside the first 
train, and we learn what happens. Universal problems of today are 
illustrated in the story. 





BOOK EXHIBIT ANNOUNCED 





Art Rahn has announced that seramenene have bean made for 
holding a book exhibit at the Loraine Hotel, Madison, February 17, 
18, and 19, 1954, This coincides with the meeting of the Southern 
Wisconsin Education Association, 








CAN YOU USE THESE? 





WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN has just advised us that reprints of 
the four pages of their September 1953 number on "Freedom to Read" 
are available for distribution. Up to 100 copies will be supplied 
without charge to any library or community group requesting them. 
Address Wilson Library Bulletin, 950 University Avenue, New York 
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BOOKS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PRHOPLE 


Selected and Annotated by Elizabeth Burr 
With the Assistance of a Number of School Librarians 
and Margaret Moss, supervisor o1 MAdtson scnool Lipraries 














For Younger Children 





Bannon, Laura. The wonderful fashion doll. 1953. 86p. Illus. 
Houghton, $2.25. 

"In the days before fashion magazines, exquisite dolls in lovely 
dresses were used to advertise the newest styles. When Debby 
learned that there was such a doll, once belonging to her great- 
great-great-grandmother, hidden in the more than 100-year-old 
family farmhouse, she spent all her waking moments hunting and 
felt it was worth all the trouble when she finally solved the 
mystery. Fine illustrations help the reader to share Debby's en- 
joyment of the doll." Joan Mundt. Grades 3-5. 





Chonz, Selina. Florina and the wild bird. 1953. 24p. Illus. 
Oxford, bds. with cloth backbone, $3. 

Glorious full-color and line drawings will make this rhymed 
story of a German family's trip to the Swiss mountains a real de- 
light for our youngsters. Grades 1-3, 





Fischer, Hans. Pitschi. 1953, 32p. Illus. Harcourt, bds., $3. 

"Hans Fischer's style combines the comic and the real in a swift, 
masterful pen line which few artists achieve. The theme of the 
book is a familiar one to small children: a kitten, different from 
the rest of his litter, wants not to be a kitten. He tries to be 
like the rooster, the goat, the geese, the rabbits, each time with 
dire results. The book is moder in style and design but well in 
line with all the fine old European picture books of the twenties," 
NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE. 


Goudey, Alice. Jupiter and the cats. 1953. 92p. Scribner, $2. 

"The dozens of’ cats that came into his yard and even his dog- 
house made Jupiter's life miserable, He became ill with worry 
until absent-minded Miss Toben remenbered that there was catnip 
growing in the yard.eee Recommended for first graders to read 
themselves." Juanita Walker, Superior Public Library, in LIBRARY 
JOURNAL. 


Holberg, Ruth Langland. Three birthday wishes. 1953. 115p. 
Illus. Crowell 20006 

"Another lighthearted story for the eight-'to ten-year-old reader 
about the twins and the Catnip Man. It involves a hobby show in 
which Bob enters a cake of his own baking and ties neatly together 
ee er  —pccais of the three birthday wishes." Helen Bickel. 
Grades 3-5, 











es Munro. Reading can be fun. 1953. 46p. Illus. Lippincott, 

The publishers tell us that "parents and teachers no longer need 
tear their hair because their offspring and pupils don't want to 
read." Munro Leaf has convinced them. This Fun book is an intro- 
duction to why boys and girls should read and a tour of the wonder- 
ful world of books. 


Quigg, Jane. Fun for Freddy. 1953, 106p, Illus. Oxford, $2.7 


"The daily d0ings Of tw six-year-old neighbors, Linda and Freddy, 
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include a schoolroom party, fishing, and a cat show in this story 
which third graders can read for themselves... Relationships be= 
tween adults and children are fine..." Juanita Walker, Superior 

Public Library, in LIBRARY JOURNAL. Ages 6-9. 


Rowand, Phyllis. It is night. 1953. 30p. Illus. Harper, bds., 
$1.75; cloth Library ear tian; $2.25. 

‘Where should the animals sleep? The proper suggestions are made 
for each, including a train and the dolls, But do they sleep there? 
Noi Tney all sleep in the bed of one small child. Paper and print 
are good, and full-page pictures by the author are clear. Recom- 
mended for the preschool child." Juanita Walker, Superior Public 
Library, in LIBRARY JOURNAL. 





ret Ruth. Journey cake, hoJ 1953. 45p. Illus. Viking, 


In this gg Sogn + Be version of johnnycake, it was "the old 
woman, Merry, the old man, Grumble, and Johnny, the bound-out boy," 
and tthey lived in a log cabin, t' other side of Tip Top Mountain." 
Robert McCloskey's two=toned pictures in blue-gray, red-brown, and 
white complement the story so well that it's a perfect story for 
reading aloud and sharing the pictures, 


Steiner, Charlotte. Kiki goes to camp. 1953. 32p. Illus. 
Doubleday, bds., $1.50. 

"Another Kiki story for the beginning reader, with colored 
pictures on every page. Among other things, Kiki learned to swim 
row a boat, and care for her cabin bed. She was kept so busy with 
her tasks and visits to Brownie and her colt that she had no time 
to get homesick," Juanita Walker, Superior Public Library, in 
LIBRARY JOURNAL. Ages 4-6. 


For Older Boys and Girls 








ae Herbert. Ranger's ransom. 1953, 192p. Illus. Aladdin, 


"This story of the fall of Fort Lhorpee gee in 1759 stands up 
well as both an adventure and historical tale." BOOKLIST. Grades 
5=8., 





Bothwell, Jean. The wishing apple tree. 1953. 214p. Illus. 
Harcourt, $2.95. 
"Nora's bitter complaint about the shabbiness of their village 

church sets in motion Laurie's scheme to make the Sunday school 

a true oo of worship. Despite definite opposition, her plan 

is finally concluded with many surprising results, some of them 

the doing of a mysterious sea captain, urie learns that change 

and growing up go hand in hand. A family story with a new twist," 

sai Hensey, Wausau Public Library, in LIBRARY JOURNAL. Grades 
“Oe 





Buff, Mary and Conrad. Magic maize. 1953. 77pe Illus. Houghton, 
3 


"The story of a Mayan boy of today, on a poor farm in the moun- 
tains of Guatemala, is made into a dramatic picture book... The 
story is a bit purposeful and pedestrian, but, combined with the 
beautiful pictures (many in black and white beside the color), St 
will give children under twelve an honest picture of the diffi- 
culties and hopes of a faraway Indian boy, eager and ambitious as 
any American. As the gringos say, he is 'the seed of the future,!" 
NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE. 
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Judson, Clara (Ingram). Theodore Roosevelt. 1953. 218p. Illus. 
Wilcox & Follett, $3.50. 921 

Those libraries where the author's other presidential biographies 
vere purchased will find the same qualities to recommend the present 
biography. Its subtitle, "The fighting patriot," keynotes the 
presentation of Theodore Roosevelt's life from early boyhood to his 
death. An excellent title to add to the standard Hagedorn-=BOY'S 
LIFE OF THHODORE ROOSEVELT. Grades 5-8, 


Ladd, Elizabeth. Enchanted island. 1953. 192p. Morrow, $2.50. 

Orphaned Judy, a forlorn ten-year-old, finds happiness and a 
new home after her summer vacation in Maine with her aunt and 
uncle. It's a quiet story, pervaded with the beauty of the Maine 
ete — joy of her companionship with her new friend, David. 
Grades 4-6. 





Lampman, Evelyn Sibley. Tree wagon. 1953, 253p. Illus. 
Doubleday, $2.75. 

"Based on family records of an actual journey to Oregon in 1847 
this is an interesting story with an unusual aspect, for the Luelling 
family took a wagonload of graftedtrees and berry bushes to the 
Willamette Valley. The children help water and care for the trees 
and have fun and adventure on the trial..." Marian Herr, in 
LIBRARY JOURNAL. 


Lawson, Robert. Mr. Revere andI. 1953, 152p. Illus. Little, 
3 





Subtitle: "Being an account of certain episodes in the career 
of Paul Revere, Esqe, as recently revealed by his horse, Scheherazade, 
late pride of nis Royal Majesty's 14th Regiment of Foot," As in 
BEN AND ME, through Amos, the mouse, Mr. Lawson, in the same tongue- 
in-cheek manner, tells the story of Paul Revere and his family and 
the doings of the Sons of Liberty as seen through the eyes of an 
English mare. Her change from the pride of the regiment and a 
loyal subject of His Majesty to an adherent of the patriot's cause 
adds to thehumor and fun. Grades 6-8. 


Price, Christine. The dragon and the book. 1953. 196p. Illus, 
Longmans, $2.75. 
The readers who enjoyed the author's THREE GOLDEN NOBLES will 

appreciate this story of medieval England in the days of na 
Alfred. When the monastery at Edengarth is destroyed by Hastin's 
invading Danes, Wilfred, the young novice, saves the precious, 

be jeweled Psalter, made by the monks, and after many dangerous 
adventures Wilfred and the Psalter finally come to the court of 
King Alfred. Grades 6-8. 


Rossy Nancy Wilson. Joan of Arc. 1953, 185p. Random, wa 





Written for younger readers than Paine's GIRL IN WHITE ARMOR and 
Wilmot-Buxton's STORY OF JEANNE D! ARC, this World Landmark Book 
gives the essentials of Joan's story in a compelling account of the 
maid's rise and dowmfall. Grades 4-6, but useful for slow, older 
readerse 


Sterling, Dorothy. United Nations, N.Y. 1953. 80p. Illus. 
Doubleday, $2.50, 341,13 

"In the manner of a porowner ty conducted tour, pertinent photo- 
graphs and running text describe the workings of the U.N. ..." 
Grade 6 and up. BOOKLIST. 
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Oxford, $2.50. 
Against a background of Elizabethan England, this story of a 
runaway boy, who with his dog joins a band of strolling players, 
Po hha aelaea the countryside and life of the period. 

rades o=(e 


Voight, Virginia Frances. Zeke and the Fisher-Cat. 1953. 198p. 

Holiday House, $2.50. 
Fourteen=year-old Zeke and Nemox, a Mohegan Indian lad, who had 

taken his name from the nemox, swiftest hunter in the woods, be=- 

came friends on the wilderness trail from Plymouth to the Connecticut 

settlement of Wethersfield. It is the Indian lad who helps Zeke 

and his cousin, Judy, escape from the Pequot Indians, An unusual 

Indian story with a warmth of reality and excellent characteriza- 

tions. Grades 4-6. 


oxford, § Rosemarye Brother Dusty-Feet. 1952. 231lp. Illus. 





Wriston, Hildreth T. Show lamb, 1953. 191p. Illus. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury, $2.50. hs 

"A well-written story of Chad Warner on his family's Vermont 
sheep farm of a hundred years ago. Two points are interwoven-~the 
problem of the Crawford's, an ornery family dow the road, and Chad's 
desire to have a lamb of his own." Lois Fleming, 


For Young People 





Best, Allena (Champlin). The wavering flame: Connecticut, 1776. 
1953. 266p. Illus. Scribner, ads 

One of the first books in The Strength of the Union series. 
"Connecticut in the early days of the Revolution, when people's 
thinking was still wavering and opinions were divided, is the 
setting for the eventful story of Jason Reeves, a young farmer- 
peddler who makes up his own mind about the issue at stake as he 
works as an apprentice to the printer of the Litchfield LIGHTNING 
eee The idiom of the period lends color to a story which has both 
humor and substance." BOOKLIST. Grades 7-9. 








ade Ada Claire. Pull away boatman. 1953. 247p. Lippincott, 


New Madrid on the Missouri prairie, then a part of the Louisiana 
Territory,.is the locale of this historical story of the year 1811, 
a year of an ominous comet, a flood, and an earthquake, rphaned 
Roseanne, living with her uncle and aunt on a frontier farm, finds 
that the swashbuckling young boatman is her true love in a story 
replete with romance, suspense, and a dash of mystery. This is a 
well-written and dramatic story for older girls. Grades 7-10. 


Dickson, Marguerite (Stockman). Bennett High. 1953, 218p. 
Longmans, $2.6 756 

When Angelica's high school is condemed, her father insists 
that she take her senior year at Bennett High, which is nearer her 
home but "on the bytes side of the tracks." forced out of her 
clique, Angelica finally becomes involved in the more ambitious 
activities of the newhigh school and finds that the students, 
instead of being "common," are even more interesting than her 
former friends. Grades 4-9, 


Douglas, Marjorie Stoneman. Freedom river, 1953. 246p. Illus. 
Scribner, $3. : 

"Young Eben, the Negro slave, wanted physical freedom; Richard 
Thompson needed freedom to achieve his true stature in a profes- 











266 


sion of his choice; Billy Micco, the Indian boy, needed only the 
freedom to live as his people had always lived--without the white 
man's new and 'better ways.' All these desires were bound up in 
the achievement of statehood for Florida and the question, 'Would 
it be slave or free?' This is a distinctive contribution to The 
—- of the Union series, edited by Erick Berry."' Helen 
Bickel. 





Bieri. Virginia (Snider). Three rivers south. 1953. 176p. Illus. 
Odd, eVe 

The Sangamon, the Illinois, and the mighty Mississippi--the three 
rivers south--were the course of young Abe Linon ts flatboat trip 
to New Orleans. The author, who grew up in Springfield, Illinois, 
has dramatized in the telling of the story one episode after 
another of that trip which mark the character and later achieve- 
ments of the man. Thomas Hart Benton's thirteen full-page pictures, 
done in wash and line, add to the distinctiveness of the book. 


Erdman, Loula Grace. My sky is blue. 1953. 218p. Longmans, 
Teaching school, a mystery involving the teacher's housekeeper- 
companion, and the teacher's love affair with an attractive young 
rancher make this a pleasant story for older girls, with an in- 
teresting background of rural life in New Mexico. Grades 8-10, 





Kelsey, Vera. Tomorrow is for you. 1953, 247p. Illus. Scribner, 





This title in the new Strength of the Union series, edited by 
Erick Berry, is important for its picture of the Minnesota Territory 
in the days preceding the entrance of Minnesota as a state into 
the Union. Jo and Chris, the young heroine and hero of the story, 
come alive against a background of fur trading, the pemmican in- 
dustry, frontier days in St. Paul, buffalo hun ting and speculating, 
and the changing Indian country. Excellent characterization, good 
writing, and dramatic action make an outstanding historical story 
for junior high boys and girls. 


Lathrop, West. River circus. 1953. 252p. Illus. Random, $2.75. 
"Running away Trom an unscrupulous uncle who is after his in- 

heritance, Rush Taylor and his dog find work on a Mississippi 

River circus boat--Rush as an animal attendant and Shal as a part 

of an animal act. The brisk, well-written story of the boy's care 

and handling of the animals, his experiences alone with the animals 

when the circus boat is cut loose from the towboat in a storm, and 

his encounter with his villainous uncle will have strong appeal for 

animal lovers as well as for those readers who want a good adventure 

tale." BOOKLIST. Grades 6-9. 


Malvern, Gladys. Dear wife. 1953. 245p. Longmans, $3. 

A Danbury, ConneCtticut boy, on his way to fight in the Revolu- 
tionary War with General Putnam, meets a penniless, homeless, 
young actress in New York and marries her. The eventual acceptance 
of Lydia in Danbury and the Danburian conviction that every man 
has a right to his beliefs make a happy story that gives a vivid 
picture of conflicting loyalties and exciting action. Grades 7-9, 


Meader, Stephen Warren. Sparkplug of the Hornets. 1953. 245p. 
Illus. Harcourt, $2.75. 
"The story of a youth who is pint-sized and therefore presumably 

unsuitable for basketball as it is now played. But Peewee Carson 
showed otherwise. By the author of a good many boys' books, making 
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his debut in sports." NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE. 


Paxton, S.~ He The dragon in New Albion. 1953. 213p. Illus. 
"A fictionalized account of a real episode in the career of 
Frances Drake... The author has added to the historical facts 
the imaginative tale of a young Englishman, Harry Foulke, who 
'deserts' Drake's company to track dow a Spanis spy, is taken 
into the Miwok tribe as a leader, and remains with them when Drake 
returns to England. The story, to1d in the first person, moves 
very slowly in spots but has enough subject interest to carry the 
reader over such places." Children's Book Center, University of 
Chicago Library. Grades 7-9. 





Prescott, John Brewster. Meeting in the mountains. 1953. 18lp. 

Longmans, $2.75. 
Akona's people, the Salados, lived in the Southwest, were a pueblo- 

dwelling farm folk, and vanished before the coming of the Indian 

tribes we know. His story as he grows to manhood is an interesting 

adventure tale, climaxed by the tribe's migration to the land of 

the desert canal builders. Grades 7-9. 





Scholz, Jackson. One man team. 1953. 249p. Morrow, $2.50. 
"This is a story about Elmer Finch who, after exhibiting his 
powers in a carnival wrestling match, is invited by several col- 
leges and universities to play football... The real hero of the 
story is a student manager who takes upon himself the education 
of Elmer, as well as the whole student body, in helping Elmer to 
develop into a first-class football player. This story is most 
exciting and interestingly written and should have a great deal of 
appeal for the junior and senior high school oo Robert Carnes, 
Diyision of Children and Youth, Department of Public Welfare. 


Stolz, Mary. In amirror, 1953. 211p. Harper, $2.50. 

"This journal Of Bessie Muller's junior year at college concerns 
not only Bessie's life and her problems, because she is overweight, 
but also the more glamorous career of her a roommate, Til. 
Less popular than Til, Bessie is not so busy with dates and dances. 
She has time to think; to analyze herself, her family and friends; 
and to record her thoughts in a diary... It is Bessie's book, 
en written, keenly sensitive, and far above the average 
novel for teen-agers." HORN BOOK. 


oe aa Alan. And not to yield. 1953. 183p. Illus. Scribner, 
e ° 
The Outbound Sea School, established in Wales since World War II, 
"to teach young men how to muck about in boats," is the background 
for this story of one group of boys and their adventures on a train- 
ing ship when caught in a terrible storm, Readers with knowledge 
of sailing and nautical terms will read it with the most enthusiasm, 
but it will also be appreciated as an exciting tale of a life-and- 
death emergency. 


Waite, Helen Elmira. How do I love thee? 1953, 211lp. Macrae 
Smith, $2.50. __ 921 
"The story of Elizabeth Barrett Browning--her life as a frail 
invalid and recluse in the oppressive atmosphere of the Barrett | 
house on Wimpole Street; her friendship and love for Robert Browning; 
her poetry j her Ss secret marriage, elopment, and happy 
married 1ife--is treated here with sympathy and animation at a 
mature level, An ideal choice for girls seeking their first love 
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stories." BOOKLIST. Grades 7-10. 
Children's Editions 





Grahame, Kenneth. Wind in the willows. 1953. 259p. Illus. 
Scribner, $2.50. 
The favorite Ernest Shepard edition has been reset, the drawings 
have been newly reproduced, and six additional ones have been made. 
The willow leaf pattern on the cloth binding, designed by Valenti 

Angelo, adds to the charm of this attractive, new edition of a 
children's classic. 





Wilder, Laura (Ingalls). 
By the shores of Silver Lake. Grades 5-7. 


Farmer boy. Grades 4-6. 
Little house in the big woods. Grades 4-6. 








Little house on the prairie. Grades 4-6. 





Little town on the prairie. Grades 6-9. 





The long winter. Grades 5-8. 





On the banks of Plum Creek. Grades 4-6. 





These happy golden years. Grades 7-9. 





Illus. by Garth Williams. 1953. Harper, $2.75 each. 

"A newly illustrated, redesigned, uniform edition of the well- 
loved chronicle of a pioneer family of the Middle West. The new 
illustrations, both decorative and imaginative, are true to the 
period and reflect the spirit of the text." BOOKLIST. 





WHY DON'T YOU JOIN A DISCUSSION GROUP? 





By Isabel McCabe 


[This last year Miss McCabe was a member of three discussion 
groups sponsored by the La Crosse Public Library. Her enthusiastic 
account of what theseevenings with books and people have meant to 
her may encourage more librarians to provide some of these same op- 
portunities for persons in their outa ties. ] 


The scene changes every night at our library. New faces appear 
around the tables, bringing new ideas and new questions, yes, and 
even new and different answers for what is in our curious minds, 

Most of us feel quite contented with our beliefs and thoughts on the 
many topics of the day until challenged by the views of others. As 
we examine them in the light of free and open discussion, we my 

come out more convinced that what we believe is right,or ready to 
change our ideas in the light of new information, I've been a member 
of three different discussion groups this last year and would like 

to tell you about them. 
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Great Books 


For some of us, the incentive to state our opinions comes in 
discussions based on books written centuries ago; some of these 
books seemed destined to survive, and we try to understand why. 
Many problems of today are recognized in books preserved from 
ancient times, revealing the same sort of struggle for man's com- 
mand of his environment. The assignment of a particular book to 
be read means a review for some, for others a drastic departure 
from their field of interest to a new field of forge ne which might 
not otherwise be done. And bekold the many varied interpretations 
drawn from a printed page. Imagination comes into full play in 
considering, for example, the relative importance of the divine 
and/or eternal law, the natural law, and our postscript human law. 
We rather suppose we can define justice, happiness, and other 
familiar concepts. Do we agree? Seldom, Then those helpful 
leaders, invisible reins always in hand, direct our attention to 
some other, possibly contrasting, subject of merit. A brisk 
switch in Lopics does not mean one question is put aside for 
another; important issues persistently reappear on the scene in 
another guise, and we approach them from other angles. 


There is nothing to compare with Great Books discussions. 
Formality is played down. There are no wide-open, speechless 
spaces. According to the book or subject under discussion, one 
need not hesitate to ask unpremeditated questions, such as, "Do 
the rulers in Russia observe the Sabbath, and, if so, why?" "When 
a large part of a tree is growing upward and against gravity, does 
it mean that any matter which has the power to counteract gravity 
is living?" "In what other country besides ours is there duplica- 
tion of equipment in schools and in transportation systems because 
of the segregation of races?" And from there on, the sky is the 
limit. No century, no country, no creed or science is too remote 
for our cerebral excursions. fie might even go deep into the dis- 
cussion of the soul and of the hereafter. Never is an evening long 
enough to exhaust that subject. 


World Affairs Are Your Affairs 





And now our revolving stage presents a film on a distant country. 
A map becomes vitally interesting with a narrated description of, 
perhaps, Yugoslavia. Seeing a bit of life overseas stimulates our 
search for news items on prominent personages in such oftentimes un- 
familiar parts of the world. For instance, this writer never could 
settle dow to rolling out an atlas to learn the location of Macedonia. 
Information came the easy way through the film, The portrayal of the 
actual life of strange and distant peoples most often results in a 
feeling of sympathy and of wonder, The picture is never so glowing 
as to create a desire to change places with any of the inhabitants. 
Unwittingly our minds are often captivated by the difficulties of _ 
minorities and of the underprivileged, and sooner or later we'll find 
ourselves reading more about them. In due time, with more informa~- 
tion at hand, our interest could snowball into concerted action bene- 
ficial to all concermed. 


So often at impromptu gatherings, related and similar topics 
come up but without the help of discussion leaders. Conversation 
at the usual informal meeting is dominated by a few persons who 
want listeners to hear their special causes. In most cases there 
is a total lack of a preannounced subject for discussion; inevitably 
there are dull moments. Forethought and planning could make a big 
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difference. The leaders of World Affairs Are Your Affairs deftly 
nold the group to the subject in hand until someone calls time, 
and that is always too soon. The frontiers of our curiosity were 
extended much beyond what we thought worth while or possible just 
because of an exchange of ideas and experiences with those living 
in our own community. 


American Heritage 





This is the night for American Heritage, and we find ourselves 
back in the best country in the worhkd. We attempt to rightabout- 
face and take our own problems more seriously. If difficulties are 
being encountered in the U.S. and in our ow communities, can we 
offer solutions? Writings of patriotic men give us a basis from 
which to work. LIVING IDEAS IN AMERICA, by Henry Steele Commager, 
currently being used by the group, could be taken very seriously, 
chapter by chapter, if time would allow. 


Questions on the welfare of people in our ow country are ever 
with us and, if there seems to be no opening for your special query, 
be assured an opportunity will present itself. Discussions are 
necessarily repetitious when such matters as communism, discrimina- 
tion, health insurance, and public utilities have the floor. Each 
of us has an inherent interest in the responsibilities of our coun- 
try. One might say our house is full of hobbies and special in- 
terests. Do you know of any better springboard for all of them 
than a live interest in the growth and development of our own coun- 
try? Did you read some particularly vital news item in today's 
paper? It will be sifted and enlarged upon next time we are around 
the table, None of us can cover all of the informative and worth- 


while reading material on major issues a. our country, but each 
h 


can profit from the reports of others, In other words, here is one 
short cut to being the well-informed individual you want to be. 


Conclusion 


During a two-week interim our minds have roamed involuntarily 
to unpredictable interests provoked by discussion. Initial fear 
of risking our whole and only reputation on an apparently wild and 
random remark or question lessens appreciably when we realize how 
much there is to learn by exploration here, there, and everywhere. 
Each individual often considers himself qualified ag 4 as a listener 
or as part of a sounding board; what a surprise when he finds he 
has many ideas stored away to be called into the foreground when 
the air vibrates with decisions affecting our future. The speech- 
less one often comes up with something solid and workable. Unsus- 
pected solutions to our problems often lie in the common background 
of us all, which a good discussion can discover. 


Why don't you join a discussion group? 
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